
REPORT OF THE LĀNA‘I CULTURE & HERITAGE CENTER 
An Invitation to Join Us in the 2010 Nā Hoaloha o Lāna‘i “Friends” Drive 

MAHALO A NUI! On January 16, 2010 more than 500 people 
gathered on the lawn fronting the Dole Administration Building to cele-
brate the opening of the new Lāna‘i Culture & Heritage Center (Lāna‘i 
CHC). It was a day of cultural gathering, more than 20 years in the mak-
ing. Years ago, this community envisioned a place where residents and 
visitors alike could share, explore, and celebrate the rich cultural and 
natural history of Lāna‘i. On January 16th that vision became a reality. 
The new Lāna‘i CHC houses thousands of artifacts, records, photos and 
items reflective of the people of Lāna‘i. Many families came together to 
help make the day a great success. To each of you we say, Mahalo nui! 

With our success in securing a facility from Castle & Cooke Resorts, 
LLC, and generous funding from the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) and 
community sources to open the heritage center, we now face several 
new challenges in keeping this important link to our past moving for-
ward. One challenge is “space.” Our collections are growing on a weekly 
basis with our elder family members and their descendants bringing fam-

ily treasures to the museum 
for safekeeping, and to pass the stories of the people of Lāna‘i on to 
future generations. 

Another challenge is funding. If we are to ensure that the history of 
Lāna‘i’s families will be remembered and passed on, we need to be 
able to fund operation of the Lāna‘i CHC—including staff support, 
utilities, and continued 
development of the archi-
val collections and exhib-
its. In these days of chal-
lenging economic issues, 
it is difficult to think 
about supporting efforts 
like the Lāna‘i CHC heri-
tage programs. But, if we 
on Lāna‘i do not care for, 
and honor our past, it will 

be lost. There are many uncertainties about the future, but one thing 
that we can be certain of is that knowing our past and celebrating 
our heritage, will enrich all our lives. Furthermore, caring for our heri-
tage is good for business. What we have on Lāna‘i is found no where 
else, and every day, we hear from people who value the unique place 
which we call home—your history attracts people to Lāna‘i. 

W W W W W W  
We humbly 
come to you once again, and invite you to join 
the hundreds of people and organizations from Lāna‘i and around 
the world who have already committed to the effort of perpetuat-
ing Lāna‘i’s diverse cultural and natural histories. Please review 
the enclosed Nā Hoaloha card, and help us with a donation to 
support the heritage programs on Lāna‘i. Your donation, in any 
amount, will be used to help us preserve and pass the history of 
Lāna‘i’s people on to future generations. A return addressed en-
velope is enclosed so you can return your card and donation. All 
donations are tax deductible and will be acknowledged. 

Overview of 2009 Lāna‘i CHC Operations 
The Lāna‘i CHC organized as a community non-profit foundation 
in 2007. In 2009, 5,029 residents and visitors participated in pro-
grams of the center. Programs included work with Lāna‘i stu-
dents; service projects with island residents, visitors and na-
tional educa-
tion/resource 

management organizations; field trips and assisted research 
projects. We also hosted a fundraising concert featuring Keali‘i 
Reichel and his hālau hula (who generously donated their pres-
entation for the people of Lāna‘i), and we engaged in an oral his-
tory program with Lāna‘i elders. In August 2009 we began our 
construction/renovation program of a portion of the Dole Admini-
stration Building, and created a new safe archival safe facility in 
which to house and exhibit precious Lāna‘i artifacts and history. 
On January 16th, our new exhibits were opened to the public, 
and the Kapiha‘ā Village interpretive trail was dedidcated. The 
trail project was funded by Maui County/Hawai‘i Tourism 
Authority, Lāna‘i Archaeological Committee, Cultural Surveys 
Hawai‘i, Hawai‘i Youth Conservation Corps, Lāna‘i CHC and 
many volunteer hours. We are stiving to fulfill our Vision – to 
inspire people to be informed, thoughtful and active stewards of 
Lāna‘i’s heritage by preserving, interpreting and celebrating its 
natural history, Hawaiian traditions, diverse heritage and cultures, and ranching and plantation era histories. 

OHA Trustee Colette Machado shared com-
ments with everyone gathered at the open-
ing. Funding for the renovation & construc-
tion and program development was spon-
sored by a grant of the Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs. (Photo by Phillip Sowers) 

Hālau Hula o Lāna‘i Kaula (under the direction 
of Kumu Lynette Kaopuiki) shared mele hula of 
Lāna‘i with the audience. (Photo by Kepā Maly) 
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Members of Lāna‘i’s Filipino Community shared 
folk dances and music, and celebrated more 
than 80 years of contributions to Lāna‘i’s his-
tory. (Photo by Phillip Sowers) 

Ladies of the Lāna‘i Hongwanji Mission shared an old 
Japanese folk dance and mochi rice treats with the 
audience as a part of the opening events. 
(Photo by Kepā Maly) 

Plantation Heritage Room at the new Lāna‘i CHC. 
(Photo by Kepā Maly) 



Mahalo to all who helped carry on the work of the Lāna‘i CHC in 2009 
The list below acknowledges all donors to the Lāna‘i Culture & Heritage Center in 2009. Through your support 
we are honoring our past and enriching the future: 
 
BENEFACTORS  ($10,000.00 & more) & SPONSORING FRIENDS ($5,000.00 & more): 
Mike & Kathy Carroll Castle & Cooke Resorts, LLC 
County of Maui/Hawai‘i Tourism Authority Four Seasons Resorts—Lāna‘i 
John & Chris Mumford David & Caron Green 
First Hawaiian Bank Foundation First Insurance Foundation 
Hal Hammatt (Cultural Surveys Hawai‘i Inc.)  Jager Family Foundation 
Walter M. & Karen Jarman Victoria Larsen 
Colbert & Gail Matsumoto Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
Keali‘i Reichel & Hālau Ke‘alaokamaile  
 
SUSTAINING FRIENDS ($1,000.00 & more): 
A. Duane & Sheila Black Linden Caldwell Hickey & Tom Hickey 
Paul & June Cleghorn  Judith & Wayne Earl  
Hālau Hula o Napua (Kumu, Napua Brown) M. Kuuleialoha Kanipae & Nani Ann Wilson 
Lane & Phyllis Loyko Barbara & Thomas McIntyre 
Kirk and Joni Morgan Family Foundation Albert & Julie Morita 
William and Jean Munro Warren & Susan Osako   
Pacific Legacy, Inc. Pine Isle Market, Ltd. (The Honda Family) 
 
SUPPORTING, VISITING, KAMA‘ĀINA & STUDENT FRIENDS ($5.00 to $500.00 & more): 
Leslie Agorastos John & Carol Abbe Pamela Mae Alconcel 
George & Janet Allan Bret & Gina Baldwin Barry Baldwin  
Bart Baldwin James W. Baldwin Susan Baumgarten & Gary Graham 
Isaac & Diane Belez R. Jean Belez Nancy Belez Lantz   
Albert & Monica Borges  Kirk and Laura Bowman Benita Brazier  
Ruth Brodeur  John P. Brunier & Billie Jean Marks Carol Bushèy   
Kristen Caldwell  Douglas & Madeline Callahan Wailani L. Camp  
Tim & Mary Catiel  Stephen Cheikes & Cynthia Brander-Smith James & Sally Clemens   
Patrick Conant  Victoria Creed (Waihona ‘Āina Corporation) Stella Del Rosario  
John & Debbie Del Rosario Guy DeSilva & family Nālani & Jason Desjardins   
Vincent P. and Genevieve R. Dole  John and Ann (Thorsell) Drzik  Jim & Sharon Elliot 
Marjorie & Duane Erway  Lamfouri “Ori” Evapudan Denby Fawcett   
Mamo & Jimmy Fernandez Anthony & Kalea Freda Keola & Moana Freitas  
Michelle Fujie  Troy T. Fukuhara  David & Elena Funada   
Jane L. Gabriel Dwight M. Gamulo  David & Sheila Gardner  
R.M. “Butch” Gima & Family Alison M. Grogan Sharen I. Hashimoto  
Setsuko “Cookie” Hashimoto  Jerold and Carol Hayashida  Mark & Loretta Hellrung  
Denise Hennig Kiwae Hokama Isamu Honda  
Candace Horton Rosita & Jacob Hueu Michael & Susan Hunter 
Neal & Rory Ikeda Walter & Ellen Jinbo Annette Ka‘ohelauli‘i 
Mary Louise & Gerard Kaukeano Guy Kaulukukui Lawrence & Nora Kawasaki 
Robin & Sally Kaye Sarah Keahi Robert & Mildred Kinoshita 
Kelvin & Phyllis Kurio Alfred Kutaka Richard & Janet Lai 
Lāna‘i Fire Station Crew Eva Lapes Astrid Liverman 
Blair Losvar Barbara Luksch Nancy Maeda 
Tony & Marge Magaoay Stu & Kathy Marlowe Arnold Meister  
Mary G. Merritt Larry & Esther Meshel Betsy & Brian Milich  
Harry & Ginger Miller John & Ellen Miller Sherri Ann Mora  
Richard & Pat Morita John & Marise Morrow Paulette Murphy 
Sue Murray Archie Nahigian Creighton Nobui 
Roy & L. Kay Okamoto Helen Onuma John Ornellas  
Lonny & Nadyne Orona Tilden Osako Stanley & Midori Oshima  
Chiyoshi Oshiro Kazuko Oyama Noboru Oyama  
Pua Paoa Henry & Teresita Pascua Ashley Payne 
Eric & Maggie Pearson Joyce & Eric Pennala Irene K. Perry  
Margaret Platt Irmalee K.A. Pomroy Charles & Mary Jolene Prahl 
Diane & Jonathan Preza George & Sherry Ramaila Barbie Rich 
Susan Sakai Howard & Molly Sakamoto Michael & Diane Schochet 
Michael & Diana Shaw Mary Simpson Ray & Cheryl Soon 
Peter & Mary Steiner Dennis & Martha Stewart Tamotsu & Setsuyo Takahama 
Neal & Leila Tamashiro Wallace & Nancy Tamashiro Charity Texeira 
Michelle, Arnold & Tower Vergara Phil & Judy Walters John & Loi Walton 
Karen Willis & family  Luke & Rhonda Wilson Woo Family Charitable Trust 
Ethel & Lloyd Yamashige Beverly Zigmond 
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We are yours with aloha, and look forward to your reply and help in this community effort – 

Board of Directors:  
Pamela Mae Pili Alconcel, A. Duane & Sheila Black, Martha Evans, David & Caron Green, Anthony Freda,  
Colbert Matsumoto, Albert H. Morita. Part-time Staff: Mikala Borders & Onaona Maly 

Volunteers:  
Winnie Basques, Irene K. Cockett Perry, Lorraine Dyer; Nani Ann Kanipae Wilson; Sally & Robin Kaye; Onaona & 
Kawena Maly; Albert H. Morita; Warren Osako; Momi Perry Suzuki 

Executive Director: 
Kepā Maly 
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