LANA‘l (1853-1864)
SELECTED ACCOUNTS OF THE MORMON SETTLEMENT
AND ABANDONMENT OF THE “PALAWAI EXPERIMENT”

(Readers Note: This is a working manuscript — translations of Hawaiian language accounts
and further research being compiled.)

On December 12, 1850, Mormon missionaries landed at Honolulu, O‘ahu, their goal being to teach
the gospel of the Latter Day Saints to natives of the Hawaiian Islands. The missionaries included,
Hiram Clark, who was to preside in the mission; and Elders Henry Bigler, Hiram Blackwell, George Q.
Cannon, John Dixon, William Farrer, James Hawkins, James Keeler, Thomas Morris, and Thomas
Whittle.

Initially, their plan was to convert Hawaiians and have them relocate to Utah, where they would
congregate under Brigham Young in a great gathering. Because of the declining native population,
Kingdom laws (and Calvinist missionary opposition to “Mormonism”) forbade the emigration of
Hawaiians from the islands. As a result, the Mormon brethren sought out a place in islands to which
the native converts could gather until relocation was possible. In 1853, the island of Lana‘i came to
the attention of the brethren—it was isolated, and the population small, so as to permit the native
saints to worship and live without external influences.

On October 17", 1853, a special committee made a trip to Lana'i to inspect the ahupua‘a (native land
division) of Palawai (on Lana‘i), which belonged to the chief Levi Ha‘alelea. On November 2™, 1853,
the committee reported back to Brigham Young in Utah, that:

“...They found the place well adapted in many respects for this purpose, the soil being
good, the situation a central one and having ready intercourse with the two principal
markets, Honolulu and Lahaina, and sufficiently isolated to be comparatively free from
the surrounding evil influences...”

On July 25" and 26™, 1854, the foreign and Hawaiian “Saints” met in conference at Wailuku, Maui to
review the report of the land committee, and take action on the recommendations tendered. Brother
Reddin A. Allred reported that Lana‘i was selected the gathering place — setting in motion plans for
the “experiment.” Allred also reported that Levi Ha'alelea was friendly towards the Mormon brethren,
and granted them a four to five year lease (unrecorded) of his land on Lana'‘i, free of rent:

Wailuku, Maui; S. |.

Tues. July 25", 1854.

Eld. Hammond then reported in favor of the committee for locating the saints; he said that
the committee visited different islands but nothing definite had yet been accomplished;
but the prospects was favorable, as Haalelea had offered his land on Lanai for four or
five years free of charge, and bro. H. believed it a suitable place. Report of the committee
received. Adjourned - to half past nine tomorrow.

Weds. 26", July, 1854.

Conference convened at the hour appointed. Opened by singing and prayer. The report
of the committee for obtaining a suitable for the gathering of the saints was received,
which was that Lanai was the most suitable place that could be obtained taking all things
into consideration. The committee was then discharged leaving the matter in the hands of
the Presidency... [hitp://www.allredfamily.org/reddin_alexander_allred twin.htm]

Elder Ephraim Green was appointed by the conference to oversee the Lana‘i project. On August
28" 1854, he took up his station on Lana‘i, and in the company of native converts, began
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establishment of the Palawai gathering place. Native pioneers from Hawai‘i, Maui, Moloka‘i, O‘ahu
and Kaua'i, were called to the “Palawai Experiment.” Along the way, some Lana‘i natives were also
converted to the religion and integrated into the experiment.

The collection of documents that follows, provides readers with eyewitness accounts of participants in
the Palawai experiment, and offers readers a glimpse into life on Lana'‘i in the period between 1854 to
1864—covering establishment of the “City of Joseph” in the “Valley of Ephraim” (at Palawai), to the
advent of, and subsequent excommunication of Walter Murray Gibson.

The selected narratives come from several sources, including letters and journals from the
missionaries, newspaper articles and Kingdom records. The primary sources of documentation on
this cited in this paper were found in the collections of the Brigham Young Universities (digital media),
The American Board of Christian Foreign Missions (A.B.C.F.M.) (Harvard — Houghten Library
Collection), the Hawai‘i State Archives and Bureau of Conveyances, the Hawaiian Mission Children’s
Society Library, and the Hawaiian Digital Library — Hawaiian Language Newspaper Collections
(Ulukau.org).

Some of the accounts have not previously been widely available, and others, in the Hawaiian
language, not previously translated to English. The Lana‘i accounts of two primary journalists,
Ephraim Green and John Stillman Woodbury are cited in their entirety, as they provide us with details
of Lana'‘i’s history, not previously available. The entries are generally cited in chronological order,
though the journal entries of Green and Woodbury, are grouped together and cover the Lana'i
narratives from the earliest journal reference to the last.

Arrival of the Mormon Missionaries in the Sandwich Islands—
Selection and Settlement on Lana‘i

Joint letter of the Sandwich Island Mission (Calvinists) for the Year 1851
Arrival of the Mormon Missionaries

It is thought by some of the Mission that this paragraph should not be published.

A new sect has lately been introduced among us to distract, & if possible draw away the
minds of the people from the truth as it is in Christ. These are the Mormons. Altho they
profess to be able to speak with other tongues we have heard as yet of none who have
endeavored without an interpreter to preach to a native congregation. Thence they have
not as yet made many converts. They however are sanguine of success, and boast that
when they get a knowledge of the language so as to be able to preach, the multitude will
follow them. This may be so. We have our views as well as they upon the subject, & we
know who has said when the enemy comes in like a flood. He will raise up a standard. In
this great Being is our trust, & not in an armor of flesh, nor in fleshly wisdom. The gates
of hell shall not prevail against his church tho deceivers creep into house, & lead captive
sully women laden with sins, lead away by diverse lusts... [Hawaiian Mission Joint letter
of 1851; A.B.C.F.M. Reel 803:237]
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Mormon Committee Visits Lana‘i and Recommends Island as Gathering Place

Deseret News
March 30, 1854 Extracts from a Letter to the First Presidency.
Honolulu, Oahu. Sandwich Island, Nov. 2™, 1853.

Dearly beloved Brethren:—

A committee of brethren, appointed by the conference for that purpose, have paid the
island of Lanai a visit to ascertain its capabilities and resources for supporting an
increase of population. They found the place well adapted in many respects for this
purpose, the soil being good, the situation a central one and having ready intercourse
with the two principal markets, Honolulu and Lahaina, and sufficiently isolated to be
comparatively free from the surrounding evil influences—a great desideratum in making
a settlement on these islands. The scarcity of water is the principle obstacle in the way of
a settlement in this place, and accounts for the thinness of the population at the present
time on the island, but the committee were of the opinion that, if the land could be
procured on suitable terms, this might be obviated by digging wells, or by constructing
artificial cisterns or reservoirs, large enough to hold sufficient water to supply the wants
of the settlement during the dry season, which lasts about five months.

The place examined by the committee is a large basin or valley gradually descending to
the centre from all sides; the hills are low on all sides excepting the eastern, which rises
to a considerable height, and from the accounts of the settlers, the place where the
settlements would have to get their supplies of timber, wood, &c. The timber is rather
scrubby, and not very plentiful, but sufficient for Hawaiians, as they need but little.

The land is owned in part by the king and government, and a chief by the name of
Haalelea, who appears to be friendly, and will no doubt aid us in our efforts to elevate his
fellow country men form their present deplorable state. Since we arrived in Honolulu we
have had an interview with him, and he says he is willing to let us have the land on
favorable terms. We are desirous of getting the privilege of laying our principles before
the King and chiefs, that they may have the opportunity of judging for themselves; but
this at present is denied us.

We can get an introduction to his majesty by taking the necessary steps, through the
minister of foreign relations, but it would be contrary to precedent and the rules of
etiquette to enter into a religious discussion, or, in other words, preach the gospel of life
and salvation, and therefore would only be a visit of form and ceremonies.

As you will see by the minutes of the conference, the work of the Lord has been
prospered very much since our last conference; the branches generally are in a healthy
condition; the members and officers are filled with this spirit and rejoicing. The brethren
are sanguine in the belief that with the blessing of the Lord, the progress and increase of
the work the next six months will exceed that of the past, as the native officers are
beginning to feel more and more the spirit of the priesthood resting upon them, and feel
anxious to get into the field...

P.B. Lewis.
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The Journal of Ephraim Green (1807-1874)

Mormon Missionary on the Island of Lana’i -
Palawai Gathering Place Excerpts (1854-1855)
(http://www.lib.byu.edu/dlib/mmd/ - MSS 227 Vol. 1)

Ephraim Green was appointed to oversee development of the gathering place of Hawaiian Saints at
Palawai, Lana‘i, and kept a daily log of his activities. As the first white settler on Lana‘i of any
permanence, Green’s notes offer readers some of the earliest and most detailed accounts of the
land, living conditions and nature of the island—covering areas from the mountain lands of Lana'i
Hale, into the Palawai Basin and down to the Manele landing.

In addition to Greens’ own residency, he also referenced various members of the mission (foreign
and native), some of whom also visited or lived upon Lana‘i at some point during his tenure. His
journal entries also describe various activities in which the natives and missionaries engaged on the
island. Green remained on Lana‘i from August 24, 1854 to July 27, 1855. Under his residency, the
Palawai Basin lands came to be called “The Valley of Ephraim,” and it was Green who laid out and
planned the City of Joseph, with it’s road to the sea at Manele.

We are deeply indebted to the Library Archives of Brigham Young University
for making the journal available. These materials offer the people of Lana’i
a rich glimpse into their history.

The narratives that follow below, were transcribed from the original handwritten journals, and they
have been edited to standardize spelling of both English and Hawaiian words.

Missionaries and Hawaiian Saints Cited in Narratives:

Reddick N. Allred Reddin A. Allred Eli Bell

Henry W. Bigler Jonathan T. Napela Albion Burnham

J. T. Caine George Q. Cannon William Cluff

Ephraim Green Francis A. Hammond Mary Jane Hammond
Benjamin F. Johnson Sixtus E. Johnson H.K. Kaleohano

Bro. M. Kanahunahupu Thomas Karren J.W.H. Kauwahi
James Keeler Bro. Keolanui James Lawson
Gustaf Linn Bro. Maiola Ward E. Pack

E. Partridge Joseph Peck Kimo Pelio

Parley P. Pratt Charles C. Rich Joseph Smith

Silas Smith Silas S. Smith George Spiers

Bro. Van Houten S.B. Thurston John Stillman Woodbury

Observations (Cultural Practices and Land Use):

o ‘Auhuhu (Tephrosia purpurea) used by natives while fishing along the Hulopoe-Manele coast.

e Ho'olua — the strong northeasterly trade winds which blow across Lanai, and which cause
damage.

o Kahalepalaoa served as a landing area.

e Timber cut from mountain.

e  Water collected from springs in valleys on mountain.
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Lana‘i Developments:

Crops Planted Livestock Features Built

Wheat Cattle Houses (pili thatched)
Oats Goats Four acre blocks in City of
Onions Oxen Joseph

Plums Pigs Streets

Grapes Chickens Stone & adobe walls
Melons (several varieties) Horses Pig pens

Coffee Turkeys Cattle corrals
Peaches Water Cisterns

Beans (several varieties) Thrashing floors

Irish Potatoes Acres cleared Boat House (Manele)
Sweet Potatoes 120 (based on count) Warehouse (Manele)
Tomatoes Road to Manele
Pumpkins Agricultural fields on
Pears bench lands towards

mountains and Sea

Excerpts of the Journal of Ephraim Green
(The Gathering Place on the Island of Lana‘i)

...Saturday 24" Sept/53.
Today Bro. Hammond went over to the Island of Lanai and Bro. Lawson came from
Wailuku. The brethren are all well there... [page 46]

...Monday 17" Oct/53.

This morning the brethren began to scatter. Bro. Reddin A. Allred started to his field, and
the Committee started for Lanai by the way of Lahaina to seek out a place to gather this
People... [page 54]

Honolulu ...Wednesday 26" July/54.

Conference met and being opened by singing and prayer, proceeded to act in relation to
Lanai as a place of gathering. It was voted and unanimously carried that the experiment
be made on Lanai and that be the place of gathering, and the Committee be honorably
discharged from their labors. Considerable talk was had in regard to establishing the
gathering place. The mode of operations & the [page 123]

propriety of securing the Land. The Committee appointed to a memorial about schools
made their reports. We then adjourned till 2 o clock p.m. We then had a meeting
according to order and was greatly blessed. Elder Hammond & Woodbury made their
reports in regard to the duties assigned them in translating portions of Books of Doc. &
Covenants & composing & collecting a Book of hymns. It was motioned that Elder Farrer
& Cannon take the manuscript of the sanabsas [sp.] & complete it at there leisure or
conveyance & for Bro. Cannon to bring it back when he returns. The Elders was then
distributed as follows:

Elder Woodbury to Oahu;
Elder Johnson over the white branch in Honolulu.

We then divided Hawaii into two Conferences Hilo and Kohala. The bounds Kona &
Kohala, the district of Hilo to enclose the district of Hilo Puna Kau & Kona. The
Conference of Kohala & Hamakua; Bro. Karren was appointed to take charge of Hilo
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Conference & Bro. R. N. Allred to Kohala. Elder Snider to labor under Bro. Karren, &
Elder Lin under Bro. Allred.

Elder. Hammond to preside over Maui Conference.
Elder Lawson over Molokai.
Motioned that Elder Green goes to Lanai in the Maui Conference.

We then adjourned till 7 p.m. met according to adjournment. After Conference was
opened the subject of gathering and to have someone to take charge of it. It was
motioned that E. Green labor there in conjunction with Bro. Hammond in preparing a
gathering place for the saints and opening a farm to operate under the direction of the
presidency of these Islands. Bro. Van Houten made liberal offers in assisting in this
mater. Bro. Van [page 124]

having offered the use of 2 plows, chains, yokes and so forth. Bro. Silas offered his
service for one year at least either his own labor or the products of the same. We
thanked them kindly for their liberty and told them that they should be Blessed in the
name of the Lord. Bro. Baker was then motioned and chosen as an Elder, and appointed
to labor on Maui under the direction of Elder Hammond. Also Bro. Napela was appointed
to labor on the same Island under the same president. Also Bro. Kauwahi was appointed
to labor on Kauai under the presidency there. Motioned that tomorrow be a day of fasting
and prayer, and after the business of the Conference is over that we have a blessing
meeting. Conference then adjourned till tomorrow at 9 A.M... [page 125]

Honolulu. ...Monday 21°' Aug/54.

This morning | received a letter from Elder Hammond stating his success on the Island of
Maui he had raised 4 yoke of oxen, plows, and chains and one cart to go to Lanai and 21
able bodied men to go and open a farm and prepare a location for the gathering of this
people on the Island of Lanai and desired me and Bro. Johnson & Karrens to come as
speedy as possible for he had got a boat engaged to carry us over to Lanai.

Tuesday 22" Aug/54.

This morning | went and engaged our passages for Lahaina Maui we were to sail at 2
p.m. our Books had all landed from England we had then to discharge that kept us busy
till the time to sail we went onboard at 2 o clock and in five minutes we were under sale
the wind was fare and a beautiful breeze we soon left the seagulls behind as we came
under the lee of the Island of Molokai the wind left and we lay in a calm all night in the
morning the wind picked up and we sailed in to a small harbor and cast anchor to leave 7
horses on Molokai and town of Kaunakakai. We then hoisted anchor again and sailed for
Maui and landed in Lahaina at 5 o clock on Thursday in good health and spirit found Bro.
Hammonds and family well and anxiously waiting our arrival.

Lahaina. Friday 25" Aug/54.
Remained in Lahaina until Monday morning as | wanted to make some preparations for
keeping house... [page 131]

To Lanai. Monday 28" August/1854.
This morning at 6 o clock we started for the Island of Lanai in an open boat. Bro.
Johnson, Karren, Hammond and myself and four natives. There was no wind and they
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had to row all the way. Bro. Johnson & Karren were very sick. We landed on the Island of
Lanai at three o clock in the afternoon. The brethren were fishing. We stayed and got
some fresh fish and sweet potatoes for super and finally stayed all night.

On Lanai. Tuesday 29" Aug/54.

This morning we started for the valley on the top of the mountain where we intend to
make our settlement. This valley is nearly two miles from the sea, all the way up hill to it.
When you get to the top you descend down another small descent into the valley. This
valley is three miles across of beautiful land washed from the mountain above. This has
[page 132]

no doubt been and old Crater. We stopped at a Brothers and got dinner on the top of the
rim. After dinner they brought us some melons and went to baking a pig. We thought that
they intended for us to stop all night so we went and looked around on the rim and did
not go in to the valley until morning. This is a beautiful country and a grand scenery.

Wednesday 30" Aug/54.
This morning we got a pilot and went across the valley and down to the sea on the
opposite side [to the Kahalepalaoa-Keomoku region]. Here we went before the Lord
according to his holy order and was greatly blessed of the Lord. We then returned home.
Got home a little after dark.

Thursday 31°' Aug/54.

This morning Bro. Johnson and myself took a walk before breakfast. Nearly one mile,
when | came to a spot of ground & stopped all of a sudden. | told him that this was the
spot where | intended to build my house. Bro. Johnson then looked over the valley land
and said it was the spot. We then returned to the house and reported progress after
breakfast. Bro. Karrens & Hammond went out with us to the spot. They all agreed with
our selection for a location. Bro. Johnson then Prophesied in the name of the Lord God of
Israel that from this spot should go forth salvation to this people and that there should be
a mighty gathering on this Island and that they should be taut in the things pertaining to
their salvation both here & here after. We then returned to the house. Bro. J and Karren
said their mission was now filled and they must return. Today we all went to the sea. Bro.
Hammond went to take them over to Lahaina and will return to this Place tomorrow. They
all started off in the boat the rowing blew a fine breeze and they were soon out of my
sight. | then returned to my new home to commence the operation of opening a farm.
[page 133]

Friday 1°' Sept/54.

I have busied myself this day in writing up my journal and some other writings. After | had
finished writing | took my spade and went out and commenced a well. The ground is dry
and hard. | settled it three feet. This is the first work that | have done for two years. | was
glad when night came. | went in and got my supper and soon retired to rest. At about 12
o clock Bro. Hammond arrived from Lahaina and the natives that went with him and
brought back Bro. Baker with them.

Saturday 2" Sept/54.

The brethren in this place have just finished their meeting house and have made a feast
in order to dedicate the same. Our meeting commenced at 11 o clock and lasted till three
After which the table was spread the whole length of the house there were 21 of the
pioneers and fifty of the brethren that belongs here. They took their seats around the
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table in as much order as so many white men and women would. | was very much
pleased with their behavior.

Sunday 3" Sept/54.

This morning Bro. Hammond held a meeting with the natives to instruct them their duty
as pioneers to prepare a gathering for this people for as yet | am not able to teach them
principle. In the afternoon we took the sacrament. There was present 75, and | think |
never saw a more humble people in my life. We had a happy time and the Lord was with
us.

Monday 4" Sept/54.

This morning Bro. Hammond and myself appointed a meeting. | then appointed two
Captains to take charge in my [page 134] absence the first James Pelio over the Wailuku
pioneers the second Keolanui over the Kula pioneers, then the men that belong on this
Island wished to be counted as pioneers also and given a portion of their time for the
same purpose, and to assist in building houses for those that would gather this fall. We
then appointed one Captain more. This swelled the number to 30 pioneers. Then Bro.
Hammond made a dedication prayer to dedicate ourselves and all that we should do to
the Lord. He and Bro. Baker then left for Lahaina and | took the pioneers and went to
work. We hadn’t more than got fairly to work till it commenced to rain and in five minutes
there was not a dry thread in my clothes but it was soon over & we went to work again,
and worked till three o clock. Then | went to the house and changed my clothes and the
natives went to the sea to bring up some provisions so ended this day.

Tuesday 5" Sept/54.

This morning | sent ten men to pick some potatoes to plant on the morrow, and then took
the rest of the men and prepared a place to plant some corn. Then planted one acre of
melons and a few lIrish potatoes.

Wednesday 6" Sept/54.
This morning the men went to planting potatoes. The ground is in fine order. | set two of
the men to digging a well but they make a poor go of it.

Thursday 7" Sept/54.
This day we have set apart as a day of fasting and prayer. We have had meetings all day
and the spirit of the Lord was in our midst and that to bless.

Friday 8" Sept/54.
This morning | set the men to planting. They got through at three o clock, and all hands
went to the sea a fishing. [page 135]

Saturday 9" Sept/54.

This morning after | had got my breakfast, being some what lonesome, | concluded to
take a walk down to the sea where the natives were a fishing. When | got there they were
eating their dinner. | sat down to a fine broiled fish and some roasted potatoes. This was
quite a luxury to me, | assure you, for | am very fond of fresh fish. The natives had got a
large bundle of weeds [‘auhuhu] pounded it up to poison the fish as large as a large
pumpkin, and done up in leaves. One of these bundles a piece. They then prepared to
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the sea and went to prayer. There was twenty of them besides swimming and children.
They then each one took his Bundle of medicine and walked into the water up to their
necks, then they began to scatter their fish bait. This weed operates on the fish the same
as the gasses on any person, and they become stupid for a while, then they recover. As
soon as the fish eats it, they will float on the top of the water and the natives will drive
and catch them, and string them on a small cord, then they are ready for another. This
fun lasted for two hours. When they came out they had caught nearly half a barrel. Some
of them weighing over 5 pounds a peace. brethren returned to the house and they broiled
me another fish. | then started for home. There was a canoe landed at the same time
from Lahaina with the mail. | received two letters and the Deseret News, so ended this
day.

Sunday 10" Sept/54.

| have stayed at home today to read the news and it gives me more satisfaction than to
have tended meeting. The news is good as far as | have read. All things move in order
[page 136]

Monday 11" Sept/54.
| have planted one bushel of Irish potatoes this day and three rows of corn. The natives
are planting sweet potatoes.

Tuesday 12" Sept/54.

This morning | took 10 men and went to the mountain to see what the chance was for
getting timber for building houses. Found the timber is small and the bodes short, though
I think we can find plenty for our use this year.

Wednesday 13" Sept/54.

The weather fine and dry. After the dew was off | took the men and burnt off 75 acres of
ground to fit it for the plow. The new grass had started and some of it so as to hinder its
burning first rate. We spent this day in this business.

Thursday 14" Sept/54.
| have spent this day in looking round. | had the natives set out a quantity of bananas.

Friday 15™ Sept/54.
| have spent this day in writing letters to the different Islands & c.

Saturday 16" Sept/54.

This morning the pioneers all went a fishing and | went out into my garden and planted 2
pounds of Peruvian peas and several kinds of garden beans. Not being much used to
this kind of work, | made myself tired. | then returned to the house. The boys soon
returned from fishing and broiled me a fish and plenty of sweat potatoes of which | made
a hearty meal.

Sunday 17" Sept/54.
This morning | was awakened by someone’s rapping at the door. | awoke and bid him
come in. He had two large melons for me to feast on over Sunday. | cast my eye on the
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other side of the house. There | saw a large bunch of bananas. | fell to thank my father in
heaven for having put these things in their hearts. | tended one meeting today. [page
137]

Monday 18" Sept/54.
| have not felt very well today & remained at home and wrote up my journal.

Tuesday 19" Sept/54.
This morning | took 20 men and set them to work clearing a place to make my garden.
They finished about four o clock and we all returned home.

Wednesday 20" Sept/54.

This morning the boat arrived from Maui with provisions for the pioneers. The men all
went to the sea to fetch it up. The boat and hands returned to assist Bro. H in getting
over some cattle that we may commence to plough.

Thursday 21°' Sept/54.
| sent all hands to planting sweet potatoes today and | went along too.

Friday 22™ Sept/54.
Today | told the brethren that they might go a fishing and see if they could catch some
fish for they had worked hard all the week on salt and potatoes.

Saturday 23 Sept/54.
The Boys still fishing | have spent this day in writing and drawing of my journal.

Sunday 24" Sept/54.

This morning just as | a woke the man that | live with rode up with a potato in one hand
and the bridle reins in the other. | asked him where he was going. He said that he had an
appointment to preach on the other side of the Island at ten o clock. He then put spurs to
his horse and rode as though he was going to a general muster.

Monday 25™ Sept/54.

This morning | received a letter from Bro. Hammond stating that he had just arrived in
Lahaina with the cattle, and that he intended to land them on this Island tomorrow. [page
138]

He sent me some seed corn and beans | have been planting corn all this day in my
garden.

Tuesday 26™ Sept/54.

| still continue planting corn. The ground is getting very dry. This evening sent the boys to
the beach after Bro. Hammond. But he has not yet arrived for some cause not known to
me at this time.
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Wednesday 27" Sept/54.

| have quit planting the ground is too dry entirely This evening the boy that | sent to the
sea for Bro. H has returned and hears nothing from him. | am afraid that he has had bad
luck with the cattle in crossing the channel.

Thursday 28" Sept/54.
| have remained at home. The natives have been hoeing melons and corn.

Friday 29" Sept/54.
| still remain at home. No news.

Saturday 30" Sept/54.

This morning the pioneers all went a fishing. About 10 o clock Bro. Baker arrived said
that he and Bro. Hammond landed with 8 head of cattle at Kahalepalaoa yesterday at
eleven o clock. Bro. Hammond returned to Lahaina with the scow and is a coming over
here again tomorrow. He sent me a package of letters, some from the valley and the rest
from the Islands.

Sunday 1°' Oct/54.

This morning | attended meeting at ten o clock. Bro. Kanapu [Kanahunahupu] preached.
One of the native Elders preached to considerable length, had a powerful flow of the
spirit. There was scarcely a dry eye in the house. In the afternoon we broke bread in the
remembrance of our Lord and master Jesus Christ, and the spirit of the Lord was rested
on every individual in the house there was several spoke that did [page 139]

not be long to the Church. They said their hearts were with us, but their bodies were
outside. | think there will be a mighty work done here ere long.

Monday 2™ Oct/54.

Today | commenced to get timber to build me a house. | sent the natives to the mountain
for timber. This evening Bro. Hammond came over and gave the native a preach. This
evening at five o clock gave them a good schooling. They had some difficulty arguing
among themselves, though nothing serious. It was all made right and they feel well and
to rejoice in the work they are called to perform.

Tuesday 3™ Oct/54.

This morning Bro. Hammond left for Maui. | took my compass and commenced to lay out
a town. | commenced at the little town at the foot of the mountain and laid out one street
running south to the sea three miles to a fine little harbor where we land our boats. Here
we intend to build a store house to leave our produce. | then laid out three more streets
running the same direction, one mile to the foot of the Bench, with cross streets through
the town into Blocks four acres each with the streets four rods wide. This is a beautiful
location for a town.

Wednesday 4" Oct/54.

This morning we heard from the cattle they are very lame and not able to come over the
mountain. | sent Bro. Baker to see their situation this afternoon. He sent in two yoke and
sent me A line stating the situation of the others. He said they were very lame & he
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believed would die. | sent two men more and told them to go in the name of the Lord and
bring them in.

Thursday 5™ Oct/54.

Today we have fasted and prayed all day that we might get the spirit of the Lord and that
the devil might not have power to weaken our efforts in establishing this gathering, that
our cattle [page 140]

may not die; be saved to benefit this people in opening a farm for their support on this
Island.

Friday 6™ Oct/54.
This morning Bro. Baker came back with the other four cattle. They are very lame but the
Lord is powerful to save and | think that they soon will be able to go to plowing.

Saturday 7" Oct/54.
Today we have been clearing new ground to plant. We have got a very good burn and
the ground is very nice. Got up early and wrote up my journal and so fourth.

Sunday 8" Oct/54.
| have remained at home today to write some letters that | may send off tomorrow.

Monday 9" Oct/54.
| have been planting beans today Bro. Baker is a fitting the posts for my house.

Tuesday 10™ Oct/54.
The natives are setting up my house today and | have finished planting beans in my
garden.

Wednesday 11" Oct/54.

This morning | told the natives that they might have the rest of the week to build their
houses. There was one house up before night. Bro. Baker and myself measured off the
ground and stood the stakes for them to set their houses. They are anxious to bring on
their families. | tell then to wait till the crop is grown, then they may bring on their wives
and little ones.

Thursday 12" Oct/54.
Remained at home, spent the day in study.

Friday 13" Oct/54.
Sundries.

Saturday 14" Oct/54.
This morning Bro. Hammond, Karren and Bro. Joseph Smith arrived here. Bro. Karren
has come in order to make his fit onto for the valley this spring. Bro. Joseph has just
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arrived and came over to pay me [page 141]

a visit and see the country. We had a meeting this evening and the brethren were greatly
rejoiced to see the brethren from the valley we had a feast on melons and potatoes,
bananas and so forth.

Sunday 15" Oct/54.

We all attended meeting today had a good meeting after meeting. | called on the brethren
for mats to spread on the floor. To this they readily responded. They also gave me twenty
or thirty chickens that | may soon begin to raise my own.

Monday 16" Oct/54.

This morning Bro. Hammond, Joseph & myself sailed for Lahaina. We arrived there just
at dark. | was glad to reach the shore for | had been very sick on the way. | went up to
Bro. Hammonds. Sister Hammond made me a strong cup of tea that settled my sickness
though | couldn’t eat my super. | soon retired to rest.

Tuesday 17" Oct/54.

This morning | feel quite well in comparison to last evening. | went to town this morning
and purchased the necessary articles to finish my house and get them ready for a start in
case the boat should want to start.

Wednesday 18" Oct/54.

This morning there was a boat load of provisions capsized in the sea in coming round the
point. They lost nearly all, but swam ashore themselves. They righted the boat and came
into Lahaina this evening they will load here again and probably sail again to morrow. |
intend to go the first chance.

Thursday 19" Oct/54.
| have remained at Bro. H this day. | have written one letter to Bro. Johnson and written
up my journal.

Friday 20™ Oct/54.
This morning the natives came for my things they will start before day. Sister Hammond
gave me 2 chairs, [page 142]

a couple of table cloths a sheet and pair of pillow cases to go to keeping house. | started
at two o clock in the morning and arrived there at eleven the next day. There was no
wind to help us along this made along voyage and a tiresome one.

Saturday 21°' Oct/54.
| have set one window in my house. Today the weather is fine and every thing is
prosperous at the present.

Sunday 22" Oct/54.
| have tended one meeting today. This afternoon | did not feel well so | remained.
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Monday 23" Oct/54.
This morning Bro. Karren and myself moved into my new house. | have made one door
today. Bro. Karrens arranged the other affairs.

Tuesday 24™ Oct/54.
| have been engaged today a making a bedstead. The natives are hoeing out the
potatoes. The ground is getting very dry. We need rain very much.

Wednesday 25" Oct/54.

This morning there was a boat arrived from Maui. Bro. Lawson came over to pay us a
visit. He is well and in good spirits though the work is not very prosperous on his Island.
At present there is nearly two hundred saints on that Island. He can’t raise but one man
that is willing to go to this place as a pioneer.

Thursday 26™ Oct/54.
| have spent this day in reading the news.

Friday 27" Oct/54.
| have also spent this day in reading and writing. | have written several letters in different
directions. The news is good from the valley.

Saturday 28" Oct/54.
There was one pioneer arrived from Hawaii today and two from Oahu no news of
importance. This [page 143]

evening Bro. Karrens and myself went to the sea to have a bath. The sea was very rough
though we had quite a rollick in the sea, the rougher, greater the sport.

Sunday 29" Oct/54.
| have tended two meetings today. We had a very good meeting and the brethren all
appear to enjoy the spirit of God.

Monday 30" Oct/54.

This morning Bro. Karrens went and purchased some turkeys at fifty cents a piece to see
what he can do in that line. The weather is warm and dry. Our crops are suffering for the
want of rain.

Tuesday 31°' Oct/54.

This morning the supervisor came to have us work on the road. | asked him to show me
the law that would compel me to work this he could not do. Then he wanted the natives
to work. To this | consented. They went to work on the road that | had laid out through
our town. So | went along to see that it was worked where | intended.

Wednesday 1°' Nov/54.
This morning there was about come with provisions from Maui. The natives all went to
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the beach to fetch it up. | have remained at home.

Thursday 2" Nov/54.

This morning | went out with Bro. Karren & Lawson to strike out a land to plow. We went
round a piece of ground of 20 acres. The ground is very dry and bad plowing. There is
but little prospect of rain at the present. The natives are now building their houses to
prepare to bring on there families.

Friday 3™ Nov/54.
This morning after we had got our breakfast, Bro. Lawson and myself took a walk to see
the country. We went to the top of [page 144]

this mountain and looked over in to Lahaina we counted 45 ships in the harbor. This is a
pleasant scenery we could see all the Islands but 2 in the group that was Kauai & Niihau.
There was a heavy fog prevented seeing them. We then returned and made the best of
our way down the mountain in many places it is steep and difficult getting along. We
however succeeded and got back a little before dark tired and hungry, but felt richly paid
for our trouble. Bro. Karren had prepared a good super, after which we soon retired.

Saturday 4" Nov/54.

| felt somewhat tired this morning after my tramp up the mountain though after a little
exercise | soon forgot that | had been. This afternoon Bro. Hammond arrived from Maui
with 15 bushels of seed wheat and five more on the way. This evening we had glorious
meeting and felt to rejoice in the mighty god of Jacob.

Sunday 5" Nov/54.

Our meeting commenced at ten o clock. After the fore noon service there was five
baptized. In the afternoon we took the Sacrament we had a good meeting and all felt to
rejoice in the great work of the last days.

Monday 6™ Nov/54.

This morning Bro. Hammond returned to Maui. | accompanied him to the sea then
returned at evening tired. Bro. Lawson was nearly ready to start for Molokai when |
returned. Bro. Karren and myself accompanied him to the top of the mountain then
returned late in the evening to our place of residence.

Tuesday 7" Nov/54.

This morning Bro. Karren and myself went to the mountain after timber for a plow beam
and a drag. After we had found the timber and hauled it out, we made the best of our way
home weary and tired with the tramp. [page 145]

Wednesday 8" Nov/54.
| have been engaged today in digging rock to make a pig pen. The natives are still to
work at their houses.

Thursday 9™ Nov/54.
This morning Bro. Karren and myself went into the mountain to present ourselves before
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the Lord in his holy order as this is the only chance in this place. We were greatly
blessed of the Lord and felt to thank his holy name that he ever see fit to call and send us
to this Island land of the sea.

Friday 10™ Nov/54.
This morning the natives have broke the plough beam. We have got to quit plowing till
there can be one got from the mountain.

Saturday 11" Nov/54.

This morning the natives wanted to go and catch some wild goats. | told them to go as
they had been short for meat. They went and came home this evening with eight they
had run them down, for they had no other way of catching them.

Sunday 12" Nov/54.
Having caught quite a bad cold and not very well, | did not attend meeting today.
Remained at home. Bro. Karren attended the meeting. They had a good meeting.

Monday 13" Nov/54.

This morning Bro. Karren and myself went to the mountain again for a plow beam. We
had scarcely got into the mountain before it commenced to rain, and rained till we
returned. We got well drenched. When we got home we changed our clothes from head
to foot. The weather has been very disagreeable for the last two weeks. The wind has
been high and very dusty for it rains only in the mountains the ground is getting very dry
and the worms are eating our crops very bad. They have eaten all my beans. [page 146]

and have commenced on the potatoes. If there don’t come rain soon they will destroy all
that we have planted.

Tuesday 14" Nov/54.
| have been all day in stocking the plow and worked hard. The timber is very bad and
hard to work.

Wednesday 15" Nov/54.

This morning | got up early and fitted the timber for the drag. Then the natives came to
know where to set their houses. | then went and showed them, and Bro. Karren finished
the drag. This afternoon at two o clock the south wind blew and it rained a fine shower.
The kona wind, we expect we shall get rain soon.

Thursday 16™ Nov/54.
This morning the weather is fine and the crops seem to revive at the appearance of rain. |
have remained at home and written up my journal.

Friday 17" Nov/54.
This morning | went to planting potatoes. Bro. Karren assisted me some, though he is
troubled at present with a lame back, caused by catching cold.
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Saturday 18" Nov/54.
| am still planting potatoes. What is planted soon will be in time for the shipping.

Sunday 19" Nov/54.

We have had a fine | hour last night. This puts new life into everything, both man and
beast. We had a meeting this morning at ten o clock. One of the native Elders preached.
There was a large congregation, and gave good attention, meeting again in the
afternoon.

Monday 20" Nov/54.

This morning | sowed three bushels of wheat before breakfast so that the team could
commence to grow after breakfast. | sowed 12 bushels. This is the first that we have
sown. In the afternoon wrote up my journal. [page 147]

Tuesday 21°' Nov/54.

| have spent this day in reading the news from the mountains. This has been a feast to
me. | could almost imagine myself there in there midst. The spirit that it brings is cheering
to me and gives me comfort and consolation to peruse them. This afternoon Bro. Karrens
and | went out to see how the crops flourished. The worms have nearly eaten the leaves
off of all the potatoes and some of them are entirely dead. The first pieces of corn that |
planted were out of their reach. | plucked some and had it broiled for super. This is the
first fruits of our labors on this Island and not much of it.

Wednesday 22" Nov/54.
| have remained at home and written my journal into a larger book that it may all be
together.

Thursday 23" Nov/54.
Sundries.

Friday 24" Nov/54.

Last night one cattle got in and destroyed a melon patch. The native was over this
morning, said the damage was eight dollars. Bro. Karren went over, said they had eaten
nearly all of a small patch, though he thinks not more then one dollars worth. We shall let
it rest till Bro. Hammond comes. Maybe we can get off for less.

Saturday 25" Nov/54.

| have been writing all day. Bro. Karren went to the mountain hunt for a lone ox. He found
him. He thinks that he never will be any better. He was bruised in getting over and has
lost the joint water in one knee. He may make apeas of beal [illegible] in the spring.

Sunday 26" Nov/54.
| have not attended meeting today. [page 148]

remained at home | have caught a severe cold and it has settled on my lungs. Written
one letter.
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Monday 27" Nov/54.
| have been drawing of my journal all day from small books into one large book.

Tuesday 28™ Nov/54.
The same as yesterday.

Wednesday 29" Nov/54.

This morning Bro. Hammond arrived with a load of provisions for the pioneers. He is well
and so is his family. He says that Bro. Silas Smith is going ahead with the native
language fast. | am glad to hear it. | wish that they all had the language and would
convert the whole nation in one year. We are about 30 strong from the valleys of the
mountain.

Thursday 30™ Nov/54.

This morning Bro. Karren, Hammond and myself went and settled the damage one cattle
done to our neighbors. We paid one man 4 dollars and the other two. We then returned
and held an evening meeting. Had a very good meeting and returned home late in the
evening.

Friday 1°' Dec/54.

This morning Bro. Hammond returned to Maui and all the pioneers from Hawaii, but 2.
They did not come prepared with tools to work with. So they will go and get themselves
some tools and then return again. | started to go with them to the beach, but | felt so
much cast down or depressed in spirits that | returned and went to bed. This afternoon
Bro. Karren and myself marked out a cistern and commenced to dig to catch water for
our use, to save fetching from the mountain. We have to bring our water one mile to use.
[page 149]

Saturday 2" Dec/54.

This morning we commenced digging the cistern again. Bro. Karren was taken with a
violent pain in his bowels and fell to the ground. | went & laid hands on him and rebuked
the pain & it instantly left him and he arose and went to the house. This afternoon he was
seized again, | then laid hands on him again and rebuked the pain, and it departed and
has not troubled him since this evening. He is well and enjoys his super much. The Lord
he praised for his loving kindness.

Sunday 3 Dec/54.

| did not attend the forenoon meeting. In the afternoon we took the Sacrament, there was
several of the brethren. Spoke of the goodness of God and the spirit bore a faithful
testimony of their integrity in the cause of truth. We had a good meeting and enjoyed
much of the spirit of the Lord.

Monday 4™ Dec/54.

Last night | dreamed that | was at work around a large barn and there was someone
trying to move it. They had got it pried up and the cattle hitched on. | told them that the
barn was full of wheat and it could not be moved. However they hitched on and started
the team it wrecked the barn very much, and their chains all broke, and the roof of the
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barn fell on the row of wheat. | then looked and there was a large steeple raised with a
great many ropes to the rigging; and Bro. Karren and myself was in among them at work.
First pulling one and then the other [page 150]

we were as much as thirty feet from the ground. We accomplished what we intended and
the steeple lowered and we swung round together so that we took one with his face one
way and one the other. The steeple lowered away till we came to the ground and |
awoke. | have spent this week in being in my garden. We have received a letter from Bro.
Parley stating that Bro. Woodbury was at liberty to return this spring, and also Bro.
Johnson, and as many others as was suffering on the account of bad health.

Sunday 10"™. | attended meeting today, there was a large congregation they gave good
attention and appeared anxious to receive the truth. They are ignorant and it is hard to
make them understand the difference between the Mormon Church and the Calvinists
unless they get the spirit of the Lord.

Monday 11" Dec/54.
This morning we went to digging our cistern again. We have spent three days in the
business. The digging is hard and the weather is very warm.

Thursday 14" Dec/54.
This morning the boat arrived and brought us several letters from the brethren, but none
from the valley.

Friday 15™ Dec/54.
| have remained at home, hoed a little in the garden and written up my journal.

Saturday 16" Dec/54.
Sundries.

Sunday 17" Dec/54.

| have been at meeting all day. Had a good meeting and felt to rejoice in him that has
called me to the ministry in these last days, that | may if faithful receive a reward in that
day when he shall appear to judge the quick and the dead. [page 151]

Monday 18" Dec/54.

| have this day harvested my first crop of beans | got but little more than the seed that |
planted. The worms destroyed them nearly all. This evening Bro. Silas Smith arrived here
from Maui in order to plaster our cistern. He is well and making rapid progress in the
native language. He will soon be able to stand up and preach to the people in their own
tongue.

Tuesday 19" Dec/54.
This morning we went and dug another cistern for the other was to large for the cement
that we had on hand at the present time.
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Wednesday 20" Dec/54.

Today we sent all the natives to the mountain for water to mix the mortar and Bro. Silas
commenced to lay the stone work around the top and mix the mortar to plaster the cistern
on the morrow.

Thursday 21°' Dec/54.

Today we plastered the cistern and | sowed six bushels of wheat in order to keep the
weevils from eating it up, and laid a foundation of small stones six feet wide in front of my
house in order to keep from tracking in so much dirt when it is wet and muddy.

Friday 22" Dec/54.
Today Bro. Karrens and myself planted one acre of pumpkins one acre of melons and
half acre of potatoes.

Saturday 23" Dec/54.

This morning Bro. Karren, Silas and myself started for Lahaina in order to spend
Christmas at Bro. Hammonds. we were all seasick in crossing the channel. Arrived at
Bro. Hammonds a little after dark found sister H. in tolerable good health, but the children
are all down with the whooping cough. Bro. Hammond had [page 152]

not yet arrived from his tour around the Island after taking a hearty super and
administering to the children we retired to rest for the night.

Sunday 24" Dec/54.

We all attended meeting in Lahaina. Bro. Hammond has not yet arrived. Bro. Lawson
preached to the people after which several of the native Elders spoke of the goodness of
God.

Monday 25™ Dec/54.

This morning is Christmas morning. Sister Hammond presented us with chicken fried in
butter and other trimmings. Accordingly we enjoyed our breakfast much. After breakfast
was over we had a candy pudding we pulled and ate till we were satisfied. Towards
evening Bro. Silas and myself took a walk on the beach three or four miles. On our return
we had a fine bath in the sea. We then returned to the house Bro. Hammond had just
arrived from his trip around the Island. He had had a pretty hard tour, though he felt well
in spirit. He had baptized 30 on his way round. Found the branches in fine condition.

Tuesday 26™ Dec/54.
We have spent this day in visiting and talking over affairs with Bro. Hammond.

Wednesday 27" Dec/54.
This morning Bro. Karren received a letter from Honolulu to return and prepare for going
home to the valley.

Thursday 28™ Dec/54.
This morning Bro. Silas Smith returned to Wailuku, the field of his labors & Bro. Lawson
to Molokai. Bro. Hammonds children is getting better of the whooping cough. | think of
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returning soon.

Friday 29" Dec/54.

| am looking for our boat to arrive to take me to Lanai. The steamer has arrived from
Hawaii on its way to Honolulu Bro. Karren sails this evening in good spirits, hoping soon
to be on his way for home. | went to help him carry his trunk to the steamer and bid him
farewell for a season. [page 153]

Saturday 30" Dec/54.

This morning Bro. Hammond and myself sailed for Lanai we had pleasant sail and
landed there at one o clock. Found all well Bro. Baker had finished the meeting house
and got a fine cock house up ready for use.

Sunday 31°' Dec/54.

We held meeting in our new meeting house. There was a large congregation assembled.
Bro. Hammond preached. After he was through there was several of the brethren who
spoke of the goodness of God. There was a meeting again in the afternoon.

Monday 1°' Jan/1855.

| was awakened this morning by hearing the rain fall on the house and sun came through
into my house. It has rained very hard during the night and still continues to rain. There
has been no session this day, we scarcely could step out of door with out getting wet
through. The wind has also blown hard through the day.

Tuesday 2" Jan/55.

The storm still continues. We are obliged to keep the house today. | gave Bro. Hammond
some paper he has written several letters to the brethren abroad on the other Islands. |
have kept watch to see if the house was going to blow down.

Wednesday 3™ Dec/55.

This morning the rain has rather abated and Bro. Hammond started for Lahaina at ten in
the morning. There has been a heavy fog all day and this afternoon several showers.
The prospect is for far more rain.

Thursday 4" Jan/55.
The storm still continues and rather increases if possible. | have written my journal and
comforted myself the best that | could in this situation.

Friday 5™ Jan/55.
This morning it stopped raining about sunrise [page 154]

Bro. Baker and myself took the natives and went down towards the sea, nearly a mile
and a half and cleared one acre of ground for beans. There is no worms down near the
sea so we have moved our work this way till the worms are gone on the other side of the

valley.
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Saturday 6" Jan/55.

The rain commenced some time in the night and has rained all day. | think | never see it
rain harder in my life. If the rain don’t abate | am afraid that we shall loose all our seed
beans, and every rag of cloth is getting moldy in the house. Bro. Baker has to rap himself
up in a blanket to keep warm.

Sunday 7" Jan/55.

This morning there is a prospect of a fare day tomorrow. It is a showery today. | tended
meeting this afternoon and broke bread. There was about sixty saints and a large
congregation of outsiders. Bro. Kanahunahupu preached for their special benefit. They
gave good attention. There is a prospect of a good work being done here ere long.

Monday 8" Jan/55.

This morning the sun rose clear and has remained all day. | have been busy in airing my
clothes. They were all melded. | have succeeded in getting them partly dry. The natives
have all been to session. There has been nothing done on the farm today.

Tuesday 9" Jan/55.
| have planted a few beans on our new farm towards the sea of our one raising. The
natives have been engaged in clearing more ground to plant tomorrow.

Wednesday 10" Jan/55.

We are planting beans again today. Our work is nearly two miles from our house and the
travel tires me more than what little work | do. This evening when | sat at super there was
a sister came in and gave me ten cents. She was very sorry that it wasn’t more. But it
was all the [page 155]

poor woman had | told her that it was just as acceptable as though it was ever so much. |
think this is the first money that | have received of any of the natives since | have been on
these Islands. They are very poor and have but little faculty to get money.

Thursday 11" Jan/55.
Planting beans again today. If they do well, they are in time for the shipping.

Friday 12" Jan/55.
The same as yesterday.

Saturday 13" Jan/55.

This morning the boat arrived with one hundred feet of lumber and a bolt of cotton cloth
to make a sheet to catch the water to fill our cistern and the boards to cover it over. |
have been all day planting today.

Sunday 14" Jan/55.

| have not attended meeting today. There is a chance to send tomorrow to Lahaina, and |
have spent this day in writing letters to different parts of the Islands. | received yesterday
from Bro. Hammond stating that Reddick Allred had arrived from Hawaii and his health
was bad. He is going home on that account | was sorry to hear of his ill health for he is a
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useful man on this mission and it will leave the field destitute of Elders thats got the
language. But the work is the Lords and he will see to it.

Monday 15" Jan/55.

| have finished planting beans today for a while. This is only to raise a little seed. | intend
to plant twenty or thirty acres in May or June if the prospect is good at that time for a
good market.

Tuesday 16™ Jan/55.
This morning Bro. Baker left for [page 156]

Maui. | planted one acre of melons and went to the house and got my super. There has
been fine shower of rain this afternoon and my beans grow fine.

Wednesday 17" Jan/55.

| have been planting corn today to see what it will do planted in the dead of winter. | think
there is a seed time and a time to harvest, and things will grow more natural at that time
than any other, though it may be summer all the time.

Thursday 18" Jan/55.

This morning | went out and planted one acre of melons it looked likely to rain and | went
to the house, but the wind blew over and the weather still continues fine. | have spent the
rest of the day in writing up my journal.

Friday 19" Jan/55.

This morning we had a very heavy shower just at the break of day, it then cleared off fine.
| have hoed out five rows of beans today that was planted one week ago last Tuesday.
This is the second crop this year.

Saturday 20" Jan/55.
| have remained at home all day and written in my journal. The pioneers are planting
potatoes.

Sunday 21°' Jan/55.

This morning | received a letter from Bro. Hammond from Kula. He had bought twelve
bushels of wheat at 75 cents a bushel and wished me to send the bags by Maiola. But he
returned with out my knowledge. He said that there was ten more pioneers from Wailuku
and ten from Kula coming to plant for one month and then return. Bro. Parley has also
written to Bro. Lewis to not set up the press in this country [page 157]

for Bro. Brigham has counseled that it should be taken to San Bernardino, and print the
Book of Mormon there. Bro. Johnson and Karren sailed on the sixteenth of this month,
and Bro. Reddick is now in Lahaina waiting for Bro. Reddin to come from Kauai. And
then they are both going as soon as they can get ready to go. Bro. Lawson is also at
liberty to go as soon as they can make his fit out. Our Conference is put off till the 24 of
July. Then Bro. Hammond, Woodbury and myself will be at liberty to go. This morning it
commenced to rain, and rained all day so that | could not get to meeting. | have spent
this day in reading.
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Monday 22™ Jan/55.

It rained all night last night and | should judge that my cistern ten feet across has caught
ten barrels of water during the last night and today. | have spent this day in writing of my
journal. About sunset it stopped raining and there is a heavy fog all over the valley.

Tuesday 23" Jan/55.

This morning the sun rose clear and presents a beautiful aspect. The vegetation has
grown wonderfully, not withstanding the heavy quantity of rain that has fallen for the last
two weeks. My wheat is doing fine and what little crops that the worms has not destroyed
looks beautiful. The pioneers are still planting. | have been out in to the field to see if my
beans would do to hoe. They look rather drenched after the rain though a few days sun
will revive them again. | returned to my house in the afternoon and did up several little
chores round the house. So ended this day. [page 158]

Wednesday 24" Jan/55.

After living two years on native food, and circumstances having placed me in a situation
that | can live different, | have obtained a bake kettle and a little furnace that | can do my
own cooking with out much trouble. | have set a part this day in order to make me some
bread. | set my items last night. They rise well, and this morning | have mixed up three
loves of bred. | ground my own flour in a coffee mill. | have plenty of good potatoes and
now and then a chicken. | have baked the bread and it is very nice but it is lonesome to
eat it alone. | could enjoy it far better with my wife and family.

Thursday 25™ Jan/55.

The brethren burnt me a fine lot of charcoal today to use in my little furnace. | have been
hard to work this day in drawing of my journal and was not quite able to get it done. |
shall be able to finish in a few hours in the morning.

Friday 26™ Jan/55.

This morning | finished writing my journal, then | have written one letter to Bro. Reddick in
Lahaina. The Oahu men are building their houses and the other pioneers are planting for
themselves. | have given them two days in a week to work for themselves. They are very
busy on them days. | think they plant more them two days. than they do in the other four.
| wish they would plant the valley all over. It matters not to me what days they do the
planting in. Only so it is done and the potatoes are in the ground growing.

Saturday 27" Jan/55.

This morning the weather is fine. After | had gotten my breakfast | took a walk over to my
new farm in order to see how the crops flourished through the rain. My beans is not doing
very well. The corn looks nice, and the potatoes, but the melons and beans are puny &
small. [page 159]

| returned home in the afternoon, did up a few chores round the house in order to appear
respectfully on the Sabbath. This afternoon the brethren have bought me in provisions
enough to last me all the week. Fresh meat and chickens and potatoes. This is the height
of their ambition if they can get plenty of potatoes and salt & once and a while a mouthful
of meat they are contented and happy as the king on his throne. They live a miserable
life in laziness. They are filthy in their habits and take but little or no pains in order to
appear respectable. Many of them, when they get a new shirt they will put it on and never
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take it of again till it is worn out. | have been trying to learn them to work and live more
like civilized beings but this is a hard matter. | have not been able to make twenty of them
do more work than one white man would do in a day. This is slow getting along, but we
must have patience with them for they are of the house of Israel and heirs to the promise.
| can see that they improve in many ways and we have to bare with them in their
weakness for they have faith in the gospel and have been obedient to the same.

Sunday 28" Jan/55.

| tended meeting this forenoon. One of the native Elders preached to the people. There
was a large congregation of people assembled and gave good attention. After preaching
there was and invitation given if there was any one wished to be baptized to come
forward and give their names. There was eleven came and give there names for baptism.
In the afternoon we met again and confirmed those that were baptized. One of them
spoke and bore a faithful testimony of the truth of the work [page 160]

there was liberty given for anyone to speak. The time was well employed and but little
went to waste. The meeting lasted till sunset and there was a great many went away
sorry that the time was not longer.

Monday 29" Jan/55.

| have been writing nearly all day. | have written to Bro. Lawson and Redden Allred, as
they are preparing to leave. | thought | should like to hear from them again before they
left the Kingdom of Hawaii so | have written in order to stir up their pure minds by way of
remembrance.

Tuesday 30™ Jan/55.

Remained at home. Towards evening | took a walk out in the field towards evening
where the pioneers was at work. They are hoeing out some potatoes near the foot of the
mountain that we thought was destroyed by the worms. Since the rain they have revived
and there will be quite a crop of potatoes.

Wednesday 31°' Jan/55.
| have been at home all day this day, and red in the Book of Mormon.

Thursday 1°' Feb/55.

This day we have observed as a day of fasting and prayer, the first Thursday in every
month, and taught the native brethren so to do. They are very strict and punctual in the
same. | met with them this day and | can safely say that | never see a more devoted
assembly of people in my life there was some one on the floor all the time either
speaking or praying. And it seemed that the spirit ran from one to the other till it went
through the whole entire congregation, and some of them were up several times in the
course of the day. | staid till | was tired of sitting, and returned home at five o clock and
got my super. They held their meeting till dark. Being alone and [page 161]

some what lonesome | soon retired to rest | had just got to sleep and some persons
came up and rapped at the door | was partly asleep. | stopped to hear them rap again but
instead of rapping again, they went to prayer. As soon as they were through | asked
them what was wanted. One of them said that he wanted to pray with me. | then got up
and opened the door. There stood three men in there shirt tails. | asked them again there
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business as they were all strangers to me. One of them said that they wanted to pray
with me. They then came in to the house and I told the gentleman if he felt like praying to
pray. He then went to prayer | discovered in his prayer that he was a little deranged. After
he was through | then told them that they had better go home for | wanted to go to retire.
They then started off towards the mountain and | retired again to my bed and soon was
lost in sleep.

Friday 2™ Feb/55.

This morning | was awakened by a heavy clap of thunder and the wind was also very
high. It soon commenced to rain and it has rained very hard all day. There has scarcely
been any cessation with the wind or the rain. | have scarcely been out of the house today
the storm has been so severe and it still continues.

Saturday 3 Feb/55.

This morning the sun rose clear and beautiful. | have been at home all day and read the
book of Mormon nearly half through. This evening we held a meeting at the meeting
house in this City. [page 162]

Sunday 4" Feb/55.

This morning when the brethren came into meeting, they brought me in fresh meat
enough to last me all the week. | have been well furnished for everything that | wanted to
eat on this Island, and the natives are very kind in deed. We held a meeting at ten. There
was five baptized and confirmed at intermission, and in the afternoon we took the Lords
super. Had a good meeting, there was nearly one hundred saints that partook of the
same and all appear to feel engaged in the cause of truth.

Monday 5™ Feb/55.

| have remained at home all day. | have started the plow again. | set the natives to plow
up a piece of ground for a garden. The worms are bad around my house at present. |
think that they will quit some time and | intend to be ready when they are through.

Tuesday 6™ Feb/55.

This morning | found myself very near sick with a bad cold. | had some breakfast
prepared, but | could not eat a single mouthful and remained in that way all day, and
went to bed without my super.

Wednesday 7" Feb/55.

This morning Bro. Hammond arrived just at the break of day, just in time to get my
breakfast for me. | began to feel as though | could eat my breakfast if | could get it.
Though | am far from being well. Bro. Hammond brought me three letters and six
numbers of the valley news. My head was so dizzy that | could not read today. Bro. H.
read some, the news is good from all parts as far as | have learned. [page 163]

This evening Bro. H. held a meeting he called for a contribution for the return of the
Elders. There was nearly one hundred dollars subscribed they are going to bring in their
money and stock in the morning at seven o clock.
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Thursday 8" Feb/55.

This morning we held a meeting at seven o clock and took their money, one hog, one
cow and calf, we sold the hog for seven dollars we then got our breakfast, and Bro. H.
returned. | went with him to the sea and see them sail for Maui. | then returned and got
home about sunset. | was very tired and weak. | got a bite of supper and then there was
two pioneers from Kaupo that wanted to know where to go to work. In the morning | went
with them in to the field a hundred rods or so then | returned and went to rest.

Friday 9" Feb/55.

The natives are all at work planting. | am not fit to work, though | have drawn the water
out of the cistern, then there was a couple of natives came along and | set them to
making adobes. they made sixty five then they were tired and wanted to quit. | then went
into the house & wrote up my journal.

Saturday 10" Feb/55.

This morning | was visited by an English gentleman that is exploring the Island. He is well
educated in the English Language, Greek and Latin, also the Italian. We had a long
conversation on Mormonism so called. The great objection that he brought to it was that
there was too much powers given to the President of the Church. | told him that the Lord
had [page 164]

called him and ordained him to that power and we did not see fit to take it from him, but
felt to uphold and sustain him as our Prophet seer and revealer here on this Earth. He
then said that he did not think that God ever called any man. He then told me that he had
read Pratt's works and the voice of warning, nearly all of the writings of the Church. |
asked him if he had read the Book of Mormon he said that he had. | then took up the
Book of Mormon, here said |, is a Book that was written by revelation and translated by
the gift and power of the holy ghost. And said | if you have read it, the spirit of God bore
testimony that it was true and you can’t deny it, and unless you obey the truth and give
heed to its teachings it shall be a testimony against you in the day of judgment. The tears
then came in to his eyes he said there was something in Mormonism that he could not
account for. But as it was getting late he thought that he must be a going for it was nearly
night | told him that he might stay with me over Sunday. His excuse was that his horse
was a borrowed one and he had rather not stop but he promised to call again on
Tuesday.

Sunday 11" Feb/55.

This morning | felt quite unwell, and the morning wet and rainy | have not tended meeting
today. | have remained at home all day written a letter or two and looked over the news.
It has been a quite rainy day.

Monday 12" Feb/55.

This morning | have set four men to digging a cistern and the rest of the Pioneers have
gone to the sea after the cement and some posts for our new house. | have remained
[page 165]

at home. This afternoon it has rained very hard and it bids fare for a stormy night.

Lana‘i (1853-1864) — A History of the Mormon Mission at Palawai
Working Manuscript of the Lana‘i Culture & Heritage Center (November 2009)



Tuesday 13" Feb/55.

The Pioneers have all gone to the mountain for timber for Bro. Hammonds house. | have
remained at home. It has rained several showers this afternoon, makes it slippery and
bad in the mountain.

Wednesday 14" Feb/55.
| have been at home all day hoeing potatoes & the Pioneers are still in the
mountains after timber for my house.

Thursday 15" Feb/55.

The crops look fine. It is just rain enough to make them grow finely. This evening Bro.
Silas Smith came over in order to plaster a cistern to catch rain water in for the Pioneers,
and white wash one that we have made for ourselves. The rain came into it before it was
dry and it leaks in the bottom. This evening we had quite a sociable visit and set up late.
After we went to bed and to sleep, Bro. Rogers was taken with a violent pain in his
bowels. Bro. Silas and myself got up and administered to him. He was in a great deal of
pain. He was a little better at the time, but soon came on again. We administered to him
again the second time. The pain was removed and we were permitted to retire to rest in
peace. [page 166]

Friday 16™ Feb/55.

This morning we sent the Pioneers to the sea after the plaster and wheat and five
bushels of oats that we are going to sow for horse feed. Bro. Silas and myself has been
at work at our cistern to get it dry. We dipped the water out and then built a fire in the
bottom to dry it ready for the wash, as the sun will not shine in the bottom sufficient to dry
it, and the weather is very catching. We have got it dry and plastered it in the bottom.
This evening we spread the cloth in the shape of a tent in order to keep out the rain till we
could white wash the same.

Saturday 17" Feb/55.

This morning we built another fire in the cistern, then we white washed it over three or
four times and pronounced it tight. This afternoon Bro. Silas and myself planted some
peach stones and plum stones and several kinds of beans that | got of the Counsel.
These seeds were sent to him from Washington and he wished me to try them on this
Island and he would do so on Maui.

Sunday 18" Feb/55.

I have tended meeting this forenoon. Bro. Kaleohano preached to the people. They were
well entertained & called as pioneers to open a farm for the gathering of this people. This
afternoon | have stayed at home and written a letter to Bro. Hammond as the boat is a
going back in the morning. [page 167]

A parting hymn by Bro. Reddick

1. Adieu to you my brother,
Who tarry yet behind.

We are parting from each other
I go my home to find

And Elders of the mission

With you | parted be
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To better my condition
| go my friends to see.

2. And since we are separating
| pray you don’t forget

But pray for me while passing
The way to Deseret

And soon you all will follow
With hearts so light & free

And meet as if tomorrow

And spend a jubilee.

3. And while we’re separated

| never shall forget

The social joys created.

When we each others met

Your prayers | ask for blessings
While sailing over the sea

And crossing Plains & mountains

My home & friends to see. [page 168]

Farewell then Brother Reddin,
And all the mission too,

Tis but a moments parting,

To meet again with you,

Where saints and friends await us,
And those we call our own,

With tears of joy will greet us,

And say you’re welcome home.

Monday 19" Feb/55.

This morning we sent all the pioneers to the beach after sand. Bro. Silas Smith and
Boyers went out with me to see my crops. My beans is growing finely and the corn and
potatoes look well. The worms have ceased their destruction among the crops and
everything is doing well. There has been a great deal of rain lately, all kind of vegetation
is growing very fast. My wheat is doing as well as | ever saw for the time.

Tuesday 20™ Feb/55.

This morning Bro. Silas Smith and myself went out and set the pioneers to work a digging
out their cistern and bringing rocks to lay a wall around the top of the same. In_the
afternoon we planted some [illegible] and pear seeds that was sent to me from the
American Council. They were sent to him from Washington in order to try the experiment
to see if they will grow in this warm climate. | also planted several other kinds of seeds
that | received at the same time. [page 169]

Wednesday 21°' Feb/55.

This morning the natives finished digging the cistern and we laid the rock round the top.
In the afternoon the south wind blue and it looked very likely for rain. We set down some
posts around the cistern that we have got done and stretched the sheet for catching
water there was one hard shower it catched several barrels during the night.

Lana‘i (1853-1864) — A History of the Mormon Mission at Palawai
Working Manuscript of the Lana‘i Culture & Heritage Center (November 2009)



Thursday 22™ Feb/55.

Today Bro. Smith and myself finished laying the rocks around the top of the cistern and
plastered over the stone work, and banked up against the same to prevent the water
from running into the cistern in case it should rain before we get it finished.

Friday 23" Feb/55.

Today we went to work at the cistern again we set the natives to work getting the mortar
ready for plastering. The mortar that we had put on yesterday was not dry enough to put
on the cement. We have dressed it down on the inside and plastered over the stone work
again in lime mortar that it may be smooth. That it may not take but little of the cement, a
thin coat is generally thought to be the best.

Saturday 24" Feb/55.
Remained at home all day. The natives have all gone to the beach and we have no one
to tend today. | have written up my Journal. [page 170]

Sunday 25" Feb/55.

This morning just as | was getting out of bed there was a native came in with a new pair
of shoes and a shirt, and presented me the shoes, and Bro. Silas Smith the shirt. They
came in good time for my shoes were nearly off of my feet. | tended meeting all day. We
had a very good meeting and the saints feel well. There was one baptized in the
afternoon. The work of the Lord is steadily progressing on this Island at this time.

Monday 26™ Feb/55.

The weather is fine, and the crops that we have in the ground are doing well. This
morning | have started the plow again, for to plow a piece of ground for wheat. | am afraid
that it is rather late on the account of the drought in the later part of the season. My
wheat that | sowed in the fall is nearly heading out and bids fare to make a good crop.
Bro. Silas and myself has been to work at the cistern. It is quite a job to plaster one of
these cisterns and make them water tight.

Tuesday 27" Feb/55.

This morning we are still to work at the cistern, and the pioneers are at work planting
potatoes. Only them that is at work with us on the cistern. We have gone over the cistern
with the first coat of mortar today. The weather still continues fine and everything has a
beautiful aspect around us at the present. [page 171]

Wednesday 28" Feb/55.

This morning we set the natives to work hoeing potatoes. Bro. Silas and myself white
washed the cistern. In the evening we feasted on a turkey after a hard days work and
soon retired to rest.

Thursday 1°' March/55.

Bro. Silas and myself took a walk this morning into the field that lies on the bench
towards the sea. Our crops in that quarter is doing fine and everything denotes a plentiful
harvest. The rainy season is past and the sun sets forth her golden raise on the Isles of
the Pacific Sea, and everything has assumed a most beautiful aspect since the rain.
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Friday 2" March/55.

This morning Bro. Silas Smith and myself sowed six bushels of wheat. In the afternoon
the wind breezed up from the south and soon became a Kona, it thundered and beaten
extremely hard. It commenced to rain about sunset, and rained all night.

Saturday 3 Mar/55.

It still continues to rain & the earth seems to almost be drowned by the water that has
already fallen. Just as we set down to our breakfast Bro. Hammond came in through the
rain. He landed at Manele last evening and slept at the beach, the distance of three
miles. The morning was fare when he started from the sea, but there has been no
cessation here since last evening, and the scene of the times bids fare [page 172]

a heavy rain. We have visited with Bro. H. all day and the rain still continues. We have
had a good visit, rejoiced in each others company, not withstanding the heavy rain and
the inconveniences that we were made to suffer by the same.

Sunday 4" March/55.

| have tended meeting today. Bro. Hammond held forth. There was a large congregation
and they gave good attention. In the afternoon we took the sacrament. There was about
sixty saints present, and all in good faith and fellowship one with the other. The brethren
confessed their faults one to the other, and we had a joyful time.

Monday 5™ March/55.

I am forty eight years old today. | feel to realize that the best of my life has been spent in
the service of the devil, and could | recall the time | feel that | should spend the same in
the service of my father in heaven in warning sinners to flee from the wrath to come that
they may be able to escape the judgments that is coming on the earth. But time once
passed never returns therefore we must make the best use of it as it flies and secure our
one salvation in keeping the commandments of the Lord, and do all the good we can to
Israel in the day and age that we live on the Earth. This morning Bro. Hammond and Bro.
Silas Smith left for Maui in company with Bro. Rogers. They all have been to pay me a
visit. [page 173]

Tuesday 6™ March/55.

This morning the sun rose fare and spreads its golden rays over the Sandwich Isles, and
all nature seems to rejoice. The valleys and mountains are covered with a heavy burden
of grass and vegetation of all kinds. The crops that has been planted is in a flourishing
state and the season bids fare to reap abundant harvest. | have taken all the Pioneers
today and set up my house sixteen by twenty four as Bro. Hammonds family will move
over as soon as it is finished. We also intend to hold the Conference here in July, and
there will be nearly thirty of the foreign Elders. Therefore it is expedient that the house
should be finished before that time, and many other preparations made in order to make
ourselves comfortable when we come together that we may enjoy each others company
and have the spirit of the Lord in our midst.

Wednesday 7" March/55.

| have remained at home all day and been engaged in several kinds of business. This
evening Bro. Rice came from Maui to tarry a while with me and obtain a layout for the
valley and the mountains he will probably return with me in the fall if we can make the

Lana‘i (1853-1864) — A History of the Mormon Mission at Palawai
Working Manuscript of the Lana‘i Culture & Heritage Center (November 2009)



thing move as we now think it will, though we intend to be governed by the spirit of the
Lord in all things. [page 174]

Thursday 8" March/55.

This morning | have sown ten bushels of oats and set the natives to dragging of them in.
We found several grains of southern corn and peas, we also planted them in a choice
spot for they have neither of the kinds of grain ever been introduced to these Islands
before.

Friday 9" March/55.
Bro. Rice and myself has been planting beans in the garden today, and melons of
several kinds, and summer squashes, tomatoes and cabbage.

Saturday 10" March/55.

| have spent this day in company with Bro. Rice in hunting a place to make a road down
to the sea that we can go down with the cart. This we found to be a difficult job without a
great deal of expense. We returned nearly sundown having traveled nearly twenty miles
over the rocks and among the bushes. | think that we shall have to work the road for
pack animals this year.

Sunday 11" March/55.

| feel somewhat tired this morning after my tramp, and did not tend meeting. There was
eleven baptized at intermission. In the afternoon there was more than could get into the
house. The work of the last days is taking strong root on this Island. | am in hopes that
ere long the Island may fall into our hands and this place become one of the strong holds
of Zion. [page 175]

Monday 12" March/55.

This morning the pioneers all went to work to covering my house. The wind breezes up
from the south and the prospect is fare for a storm. Bro. Rice and myself has been
preparing a sheet to spread over the cistern in order to catch the water that we may not
have to bring it so far when the dry season comes on. We had just spread the sheet
when the rain commenced to fall and the prospect is fare for a rainy night.

Tuesday 13" March/55.

This morning the rain still continues to fall. There has a great deal of rain fell during the
night. | have been at home all day. This evening the rain rather abates and the sun set
clear. There has fallen a heavy quantity of rain for the last twenty four hours and our
cistern is nearly half full of water that has fallen at this time.

Wednesday 14" March/55.

The pioneers are getting grass today to finish the house. The ground is very wet so that
we have not started the plow today. This evening Bro. Rice and myself went out and
planted half an acre of corn and several kinds of melons, some from Long Island, and
some that | have got of the Council from the state of Maine [page 176]
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Thursday 15" March/55.

This morning Bro. Rice has started the plow though the ground is very wet this morning. |
have been planting corn the most of the day, and the natives have finished covering the
house. | have got a snhug little grass house twenty four by seventeen and | am in hopes
that | shall be more comfortable after a little.

Friday 16th March/55.

This morning the wind rose from the north east and has blew a gale all day so that we
have not attempted to go out of the house to do any thing tall it has very near blew down
the meeting house. It has also wrecked my new house very bad, and several other
buildings in the town. As the sun set the wind rather fell for a while but it soon resumed
its same fury as through the day and blew all night.

Saturday 17" March/55.
The wind still continues to blow we have been confined to the house all day on this
account the natives are all housed today there has not been one in site today.

Sunday 18" March/55.

This morning the sun has risen clear and spreads its golden rays over the Sandwich
Isles, and all nature seems to rejoice at its appearance. There is little or no wind this
morning. | have tended meeting today, there was a good congregation and gave good
attention. After meeting | have written up my Journal. [page 177]

Monday 19" March/55.

| have remained at home today and spent my time in weeding out my garden. Bro. Rice
has been plowing in order to prepare some ground for corn. The ground is new and very
rough. | think this is a hard country to farm in, and the natives have but little or no
disposition to work more than to support themselves from hand to mouth. This makes the
thing go rather slow. | have almost had my patience worn out in trying to turn this people
to work, though they seem to be willing to hearken to council in all things. But they have
never been in a habit of working more than two or three hours in a day, and come to
work all day. they can’t endure so much hard work at once. Though they improve slowly.
| think in the course of three or four years that they will get so that one may begin to
make some little calculation on what he can do. But at the present you can’t make no
calculation on their labor. They are a stout able bodied race of men, and have been
brought up in idleness. Therefore it is hard to make them understand the importance or
the benefit that they would arrive from their labors in so doing.

Tuesday 20™ March/55.

It has been some what windy this day. The natives has tried to finish the roof of the
house but the wind prevented them. This afternoon the wind has been very strong from
the northeast. | have remained at home. [page 178]

Wednesday 21" March/55.

This morning the wind has increased so that we have not attempted to go out of the
house. This wind is common in this latitude. They are called by the natives a ho-lua
[ho‘olua] and are much dreaded by the sailors on the sea as well as the land. This wind
has continued all day. We have been confined to the house all day.
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Thursday 22" March/55.

This morning Bro. Hammond arrived from Maui in a small boat. The wind was high and it
was with much difficulty that they made the shore on this Island. He stove a hole in the
bottom of the boat in landing, and felt to attribute the preservation of their lives to the
mercies of our Father in heaven. He was loaded with wheat and potatoes. The wheat is
from Oregon, of a peculiar quality that we intend to sew. The potatoes is also from
California, they are also intended for seed. He also had a box of grapes. Sets of two or
three hundred sent from California, Santa Clara by W.E. Dodge as we have deemed it
wisdom to open a farm on these Isles for the benefit of this people. We are anxious to
procure the best kind of every kind of grain and fruits that we may excel if possible in all
kinds of produce, and thereby obtain the highest price in market.

Friday 23" March/55.
Bro. Hammond returned to Maui this afternoon. The wind has gone down in a measure
and the sea more calm. | have planted [page 179]

potatoes that Bro. H. brought over this afternoon on a choice spot of ground, and planted
a portion of the grape shoots by the assistance of Bro. Rice, who is at this time laboring
with me on the farm.

Saturday 24" March/55.

This morning it commenced to rain and has rained all day. | have remained at home in
my house, spent my time in reading the Deseret News. The news is cheering from the
valleys of the Saints. Peace and plenty is in their midst & the spirit of oneness prevails
through the peaceful valleys of the Saints.

Sunday 25" March/55.

This morning Captain Maiola arrived from Maui baring a letter from Bro. Hammond
stating that he could not come over until after Conference on the account of his wife’s
health. She was quite poorly when he arrived at home, but thought that she would be
able to move soon after Conference. That comes off on the sixth of April next. The wind
is very strong from the northeast accompanied with plenty of rain. This wind is what is
termed in this country hoolua or trade wind at this time of the year. They are very strong
and frequently do considerable damage. The weather is quite chilly and uncomfortable
on the windward side of the Islands, but on the Kona side it is warm & pleasant. [page
180]

Monday 26™ March/55.

The weather still continues stormy. A strong wind from the northeast accompanied with
heavy rain. Bro. Rice and myself has been engaged in finishing off my house. We have
made two doors today and hung them. This has enclosed the same.

Tuesday 27" March/55.

The storm still continues. We have still been to work at partitioning of the rooms. | have
set up two bedsteads in my room that makes my house much more convenient than the
one we now inhabit. It is large and roomy and will be very convenient when finished.
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Wednesday 28" March/55.

This morning the clouds begin to break though the wind is still high and frequent showers
of rain. We still continue our joiner work on the house and think of moving on the morrow
if the weather is favorable. the wind has abated and the clouds nearly dispersed.

Thursday 29" March/55.

This morning the sun has risen clear and the morning calm and serene. All nature seems
to be speak that spring is close at hand. After breakfast we moved into our new house. It
is large and commodious on a beautiful spot of ground that makes the scenery still more
beautiful. | have endeavored to prepare this house in order to convene the Elders on the
twenty fourth of July when they come together for a Conference. There is nearly thirty in
number at this time on these Islands. Some will return soon after Conference is over.
[page 181]

Friday 30" March/55.

The morning is fare and beautiful and the sky serene. Vegetation seems to shoot fourth
with the rapidity of light and the fields are beautiful and gay. This is one of the best
climates in the world. Though the rainy season is somewhat dreary and cold on the
account of the heavy winds that frequent this climate, in this season of the year. The
rainy season generally commences in January and lasts till March then the weather
becomes settled and little or no rain through the summer.

Saturday 31°' March/55.

This morning Bro. Rice and myself has been engaged in setting out grass in the front
yard and leveling the ground. In the afternoon the boat arrived from Lahaina, fetched
over several articles of house hold furniture. | also received a package of papers from the
valley of the saints, and one letter from Bro. Hammond. He wrote that he had been
blessed of the Lord, and his wife had been delivered of a fine son, and Sister H. was
doing well, and also the young stranger.

Sunday 1°' April/55.
| have remained at home today on the account of some writing that | was obliged to do in
order to send by the return of the boat. There was one baptized.

Monday 2™ April/55.

It has been showery all day. | have been about home all day, written one letter and spent
the rest of the day in reading useful books. This evening | had a very fine pig given to me
by one of the brethren. [page 182]

Tuesday 3" April/55.

The morning is fine and pleasant. | have been engaged in planting melons and cabbage
and many other kinds of garden seeds. Spent the day in viewing the crops that we have
already planted. Everything seems to revive at the appearance of spring, and the fields
spread their golden ray over the valleys of the Island.
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Wednesday 4" April/55.

This morning Bro. Rice started the plow again in order to prepare a piece of ground for
wheat. | have been engaged in fixing up things around the house. Everything looks as
though the man of the house was slovenly and the woman away from home. | am in
hopes that this trouble will soon be over. Sister H. will soon be here to keep our house
and prepare our food. | am afraid that | am making to calculation on the comfort that we
shall take in this change of our situation. Sister H. has labored hard in Lahaina, ever
since she left the valleys of the Saints, and is getting nearly worn out. And as they are
thinking of returning the ensuing season to the valleys of the mountains, it was thought
wisdom by Bro. H. to move his family over here that sister H. might have a season of rest
before they started on so long a journey with a family of small children. They will probably
come over the ensuing week.

Thursday 5™ April/55.
Remained at home. Transplanted a large bed of onions in my garden. The natives are
hoeing out there potatoes near the sea, southward. [page 183]

Friday 6™ April/55.

| have been engaged in planting peas and beans in the garden. The seed was from
Boston and of the finest quality. | have planted many other kinds of seeds today. | intend
to plant every kind that | can get hold of. The market is good here and produce of all
kinds will fetch the cash at a fair price. This people might make themselves rich in a few
years if they were only of a mind to work. There is many of them that would go half
starved and naked before they can be prevailed on to work. They have little or no
calculation and time passes like the wind. Every day is alike with them. If they cant
accomplish their object today, they think they will tomorrow. If not tomorrow, some other
time is just as well.

Saturday 7" April/55.

This morning we met with a sad accident as Bro. Rice was finishing a spot of ground
where we were going to sow some Oregon wheat. The plow struck a rock and broke the
shear right in two. Here we are obliged to stop plowing till we can send to Maui and get
another. | have sent one this afternoon, he says that he will wait till tomorrow to go over
the mountain this afternoon then he can take a [illegible] in the morning. | have written to
Bro. Hammond on Maui sent by the barer. This after- [page 184]

noon | have sown five bushels of Oregon wheat. The wheat is much better than that
which is raised here. It is late in the season. | am afraid it will not do very well. The seed
is the main object at present.

Sunday 8" April/55.

I have not tended meeting today on the account of some writing that | was obliged to
attend to. | have written one letter and written up my Journal, after | had finished my other
job that | had on hand.

Monday 9" April/55.

| have been to work in my garden all day setting out onions and dressing out the vines.
This is new work for me of late, and when night came | found that | was tired and retired
to rest. | have been used to hard work all my life therefore it is no burden to me. We have
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to work more or less in order to show the natives how to work. It is a hard job to break
them into work. They have lived an indolent life, and it would be no wonder if they were
inclined to be lazy. This | have found to be rarely the case, though they improve and don’t
think it so much of a hardship as at the first. | think when they find out who we be and
what our mission is among them, they will take hold more readily. They are like ancient
Israel when the Lord sent his servant Moses among them, they did not know who he
was, and he was obliged to flee and leave them for [page 185]

A season. Though when they came to find out his [illegible] and know that the Lord had
sent him to deliver them out of bondage they were willing to hearken to his words and
follow the voice of the Lord. Though in many cases they were rebellious and had to suffer
much on that account. But the Lord is merciful and is not slack concerning his promises,
therefore we must have all patience for the word of the Lord must be fulfilled concerning
his people, his chosen seed. The hand of the Lord has been heavy upon them for many
generations and the time has now come for their deliverance, and my constant prayer to
God is that all Israel may be saved.

Tuesday 10" April/55.

This day | have taken the native brethren into the field to planting beans. Bro. Rice and
myself made the drills and the natives dropped the beans and covered them. They
worked well, and by a little showing | think that they will soon learn to work the ground
with the same ease as the whites, though they must have an overseer for a long time.
They are full of their notions and don’t know anything about taking the advantage of work,
and with out there is a man with them all the time, they would bring but little to pass.

Wednesday 11" April/55.

This morning | took my native boys and went to hoeing corn. Some of them had hoes and
some spades that they use for planting sweat potatoes. | thought | would give each man
his row and see what he would make of it. They took hold with much assurance that they
could keep up [page 186]

their row. We hoed one round and they nearly all came out at the same time, and the
most of them hoed there corn well. We hoed out a fine piece of corn and it was hoed as
well as | could expect for so many inexperienced natives. When we quit | found myself
somewhat tired and they no doubt were too. It was very hard hoeing on the account of
the ground being to moist and clogged our hoes. This made it the more tiresome.

Thursday 12" April/55.

This morning | was awakened by a heavy fall of rain. It commenced to rain some time in
the night. Bro. Rice stretched the sheet over the cistern we catched several barrels of
water then the wind blue so that we had to take in the sail we catched three barrels of
water that ran off from the eves without any eve trough. It has rained all day and the
ground is all afloat. This is an uncommon occurrence on this Island so late in the season.

Though it will be of great benefit to the crops. This Island has been so dry that it has
never been settled like the rest for no one thought that they could make a plantation here.
There has been plenty of rain the most of the time since | have been here, and | believe
that there will if this is the place for gathering the saints on those Islands. For the Lord
has respect unto Israel in those last days and will get them from every land wither they
have been driven in a dark and cloudy day.
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Friday 13" April/55.
The storm still continues. It held up this forenoon till | fixed down a doorstep. It then
commenced to rain and rained all day. | have remained at home today. [page 187]

Saturday 14" April/55.

| have remained at home all day on the account of the rain. It comes in torrents and the
whole face of the country is all afloat. | should judge that it has fallen five feet of water in
the last three days all over the face of the country. We have a cistern twelve feet deep
and there was not a drop of water in it when the rain commenced, and now there is more
than six feet of water in the cistern and all the water that was catched in the cistern fell in
with out any sheet or conductor. Whatever therefore the cistern stood the same chance
as the same highness of ground elsewhere.

Sunday 15" April/55.

The storm has rather abated though the weather is not yet settled. This morning |
received the valley news together with several letters. The news is cheering from the
valleys of the saints. | have remained at home and read the news. The roads were so
very bad that there was but few out for meeting.

Monday 16" April/55.

This morning the sky was covered with clouds and bids fair for more rain. Bro. Rice and
myself set out six hundred cabbage plants. The sun has scarcely shone itself today, but
no rain. | have been to work around the house all day. The native brethren are hoeing out
their potatoes towards the sea, southward. This rain has injured many kinds of crops very
much beans & vines &c. [page 188]

Tuesday 17" April/55.

I have remained at home all day. The native brethren are hoeing out their potatoes. This
evening the boat arrived from Lahaina with mats to fix the house to receive Bro.
Hammonds family. They also brought a keg of molasses and one of vinegar. | also
received four volumes of the Deseret News & several letters. One from Bro. Karren from
San Francisco. He arrived there safe after a passage of twenty days. Found a Mister
Hooper there, a merchant from great Salt Lake City that he was going to the states for
goods. Gave Bro. Karrens & Johnson his carriage and four mules to take through the
Valley.

The news is cheering from the valley and all things are going off right. The Chief Judge
has become a Mormon and many more of the merchants in that place. The work of the
Lord is rolling on, and who can hinder it? No one thanks be to the name of the Lord.

Wednesday 18" April/55.

This morning | wrote a letter to Bro. Hammond in Lahaina to let him know that the house
was ready to receive him and family. | then ordered all the pioneers to go down to the
sea and bring up the things. Bro. Rice and myself then went to planting corn. We planted
two acres and a quarter. By this time the pioneers had arrived with the things. By the time
we got them all set in their place we found that we were tired enough to retire, but we still
had our suppers to get. This is rather a hard way of serving the Lord, but we have to
suffer many [page 189]
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hardships and inconveniences in preaching the gospel to this people. They are very low
and degraded, but they are of the house of Israel to whom the promises are given,
therefore we know of a surety that they are bound to rise and become great in the
Kingdom of our God. | am willing to suffer every privation in this life if | can only have the
honor of being counted worthy of assisting in baring of the Kingdom of God in these last
days to the scattered tribes of Israel and to assist in restoring the ancient order of the
Kingdom of God among them that they may be reinstated on their own lands and enjoy
the blessings that is in store for them.

Thursday 29" April/55.

This morning the pioneers are all gone to work for themselves. They work one half of the
time for the Church, the rest of the time they are planting for themselves. Bro. Rice and
myself has been engaged in hoeing out the garden. We are anxiously looking for Brother
Hammond and family to come over. They will probably come the last of this week if the
weather is favorable.

Friday 20™ April/55.
Today Bro. Rice and myself has planted three acres of pumpkins.

Saturday 21°' April/55.

| have remained at home today, hoed some in the garden. Bro. Rice is quite unwell this
evening. The boat arrived with seven new pioneers. They are all elders in Israel. The first
elders in the Church are going to plant. For their friend Bro. Hammond will [page 190]

be over on Monday with all his family. The boat returned this evening to Lahaina.

Sunday 22" April/55.

This morning the new pioneers called on me they were wonderfully pleased with the
place they have moved their families right on to the ground and are all ready to open their
plantations. After a short interview they all retired and prepared for Church. | have not
tended meeting today on the account of having some writing to do that could not be put
off on the account of the return of the boat early on Monday morning.

Monday 23" April/55.

This day | have been round home all day until evening then Bro. Hammond and family
arrived from Maui. They were all well and in good spirits. Sister H. is very much pleased
with the situation. They came over with three boats accompanied with twenty pioneers.

Tuesday 24" April/55.
This morning we sent all the pioneers to the sea after the things. We have spent this day
in setting up the things in there place and so fourth.

Wednesday 25" April/55.

This morning Bro. Hammond and myself went out with the pioneers to pick a new place
to farm the rest of the season we went nearly one mild towards the sea the ground
appears more moist and alluvial. The dry season has now commenced & [page 191]
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will probably continue till the middle of the summer. The earth gets very dry and the crops
some times suffer very much for the want of rain.

Thursday 26™ April/55.

| have been planting today on the bottom. Bro. Evans has come over to stop with us till
fall. He has been assisting me in planting potatoes we think that this bottom will bring
good potatoes.

Friday 27" April/55.

Today Brother Evans has planted one acre of melons. The pioneers are all hoeing there.
Bro. Hammond goes into the field with them. We think that they have got nearly fifty
acres planted. This evening Bro. Hammond and myself went to the mountain in order to
find a place to herd cattle.

Saturday 28" April/55.

This morning Bro. Rice went over to Lahaina after a plow and some other necessaries
that we were obliged to have. He returned this evening accompanied with Bro. Snider
and Bro. Joseph Peck. Bro. Josephs’ health is poor at the present, we are in hopes that it
will improve in this climate. We are situated on this Island, nearly two thousand feet
above the level of the sea, in a beautiful valley containing three thousand acres of land.
Here we catch the mountain breeze and the climate is beautiful and healthy. In many
places in this country as high and alleviated as this, the rain makes it disagreeable. But
here there is no inconvenience felt on [page 192]

that account. Only some times there is a lack for the want of it.

Sunday 29" April/55.

This morning Bro. Hammond preached to a large congregation of the people. At
intermission there was one baptized | did not attend. Last evening Bro. Snider and Bro.
Joseph Peck arrived from Lahaina on there way to Honolulu. Bro. Joseph is quite out of
health and is going to return home the first opportunity.

Monday 30" April/55.
This morning the Pioneers all went to the beach after their things. This has taken them all
day. | have remained at home and visited with the brethren.

Tuesday 1°' May/55.
| have been hoeing corn today. Our corn is very good and bids fare to make a heavy
crop. Our wheat is also very good and nearly ready to harvest.

Wednesday 2" May/55.
This day | have spent in cleaning of the house. Some of the Pioneers are bringing rocks
to make a cook house, and the rest is to work planting potatoes.

Thursday 3™ May/55.
| am still thatching the house and Bro. Snider is assisting me. Bro. Hammond has taken
the natives and gone to planting.
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Friday 4" May/55.
Today Bro. Snider and myself has been engaged in laying the foundation of the cook
house.

Saturday 5" May/55.

This morning Bro. Hammond and myself went down to the sea and rebaptized all the
members of the Church on this Island as we are commencing a gathering place [page
193]

here and thought best to renew there Covenants and commence anew. The brethren all
feel well and are determined to do the will of the Lord.

Sunday 6" May/55.

This morning | have a severe cold and a bad headache. | have remained at home and
this afternoon | have written several letters to the valley, as there was a chance to send.
Bro. Joseph Peck is a going to return home on the account of his ill health.

Monday 7" May/55.

| have spent this day in laying a foundation to and [illegible] cook house. Bro. Snider is
doing the mason work. He and Bro. Joseph A. Peck is over here on a visit. They will
return in a few days to Oahu.

Tuesday 8" May/55.
| have been engaged today in making a table.

Wednesday 9" May/55.
Sundries.

Thursday 10" May/55.

This morning the boat arrived from Lahaina. Bro. Snider is going to Honolulu tomorrow.
They wanted to go up onto the mountain for a walk and view the prospect of the Country.
| went with them. Bro. Peck returned, he soon found that the walk was too much for him
in his feeble state of health. Bro. Snider and myself went to the top of the mountain and
looked over into Lahaina. There was but one small craft in the harbor. We then returned
home at evening tired and hungry. [page 194]

Friday 11" May/55.

| have been engaged this day in making a door to our house, and prepared some boards
for a table. Bro. Hammond and the pioneers are planting potatoes. The ground is getting
dry and soon will be too dry to plant. Unless we have rain soon the wheat will soon want
to be harvested

Saturday 12" May/55.
| have been about home all day. Nothing of importance today.
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Sunday 13" May/55.
| have spent this day in reading and writing as | did not feel able to attend meeting. Bro.
Hammond preached to the people.

Monday 14™ May/55.

This morning | took thirty of the pioneers and went to work to make a hog pen, for we
have been much troubled with our hogs running at large. In the afternoon | put up several
shelves in the cook house, | then made myself a rifle to whet my cradle sithe for the
wheat is now fit to harvest.

Tuesday 15™ May/55.

This morning | commenced cutting our wheat. The weather is sultry and hot and cradling
is new to me for | have not done anything of the kind for several years. However |
succeeded in cutting one acre. When night came | found myself somewhat tired and
lame though | had not worked more than half of the time. [page 195]

Wednesday 16" May/55.

This morning | found myself somewhat lame in swinging the cradle, though after | had got
my breakfast | ventured to try the hand again. | was followed by four natives. They raked
and bound as | cut it down. | cut nearly as much again today as | did yesterday. The
weather is so very hot that | cant work near as fast as | can in my own native land.

Thursday 17" May/55.

| have taken a severe cold and it has affected me all over. | have not been into the field
today. The wind has blown so hard that it was impossible to work in the harvest field.
This was a good excuse for not working today.

Friday 18" May/55.
| have kept my room all day. Bro. Hammond has been thrashing out some wheat for the
natives.

Saturday 19" May/55.

This morning | went into the harvest field again as there is no other chance

for cutting down the grain. My health is improving, though | am far from being able to do a
good days work.

Sunday 20" May/55.

| have not tended meeting today as my body requires more rest than | have been able to
get during the week. | have kept my bed nearly all day. Bro. Hammond has held two
meetings. They were well attended. The brethren all appear to enjoy a good spirit and
feel well. [page 196]

Monday 21°' May/55.

This morning | resumed my station again in the harvest field. | have cradled two acres
today, and four natives has bound it. The sun scalds very hot in this southern clime. |
have not been able to work more than half a day in the field at any time during this
harvest.
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Tuesday 22" May/55.
This morning Bro. Rice started for Oahu quite early. He is going there to make his fit out
for the valley. After | had got my breakfast | went in to the harvest again, cradled nearly
the same as yesterday.

Wednesday 23 May/55.

This morning | found my self failing and omitted going in to the field. In the afternoon |
finished making a table that | had partly made before. The natives have all been to the
mountain after wild goats returned this evening without any.

Thursday 24" May/55.

Today | have finished cutting the wheat, all that is ripe at present. There will be a little
more bumby and a small pack of oats. | had purposed to take a rest after the harvest was
through but Bro. Hammond received a letter from Bro. Lewis wishing him to go to Maui in
order to collect some money that was signed in favor of the press. | also received one
from Bro. Lewis and one from Bro. Woodbury. The brethren are all well on that Island.
[page 197]

Friday 25™ May/55.

| have been engaged today in fixing up the house. | have made and hung a door. this has
taken the most of the day. In the afternoon the mail arrived from Maui, brining letters from
all parts of the Islands. The work of the Lord is rolling on steadily

Saturday 26" May/55.

This morning Bro. Hammond and myself went up to the mountain to find a place in order
to plant some Irish potatoes. | think they will do well up among the timber, the ground is
good and frequent showers, this is more adapted to the growing of Irish potatoes than it
is lower down the mountain.

Sunday 27" May/55.

This morning | felt somewhat fatigued with the tramp to the mountain so | have remained
at home today and written a letter to president Lewis on Oahu. The rest of my time | have
spent in reading the news.

Monday 28™ May/55.

| have spent this day in writing letters to the different Islands. Bro. Hammond has been to
the mountain with the pioneers to plant some potatoes and beans. They came down this
evening some what fatigued after a hard days work. They cleared and planted one acre
on a steep side hill. We have gone to the mountain to plant on the account of getting the
mountain showers. [page 198]

Tuesday 29" May/55.
| have been hoeing corn today the ground is very dry.

Wednesday 30" May/55.
This morning | went out and cradled a small piece of wheat. Bro. Hammond went to
Lahaina and took with him nearly one half of the pioneers as the time of planting is over.
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They have all gone to see if they can make a raise of money to get a small craft. This
afternoon there has been a fine shower though not enough to wet the ground after so
long a dry spell.

Thursday 31°' May/55.
| have been about home all day. Spent the day in choring round the house. The weather
is very warm and dry the crops begin to suffer for the want of rain.

Friday 1°' June/55.

This day | have spent in thrashing and winding up wheat. This evening there was a
gentleman came to my place from Oahu by the name of Stewart with goods to sell to the
natives for fouls. | gave him the liberty to set his goods up in and empty house close by.
He and his clerk put up with me for a few days.

Saturday 2" June/55.
This morning | felt somewhat unwell have not stirred around much today. This evening
our trader left for Lahaina not finding ready sale for his goods. [page 199]

Sunday 3 June/55.
| have not tended church today on the account of a bad cold, so | have remained at home
and read several paragraphs in the book of Covenants.

Monday 4" June/55.

This morning | have taken the pioneers and moved one of our old houses up, and joined
it to the one that we live in order to have plenty of room on the twenty fourth, as our
Conference comes off here. At that time we anticipate a glorious time in meeting together
on those far distant Isles of the sea. It is one year since we have met in Conference. This
morning about eleven o clock it commenced to rain and rained till three in the afternoon
this was just what we needed only not more than half enough as the ground was very
dry.

Tuesday 5™ June/55.

This morning | set the pioneers to work on the house, then | went to hoeing corn. The
wind soon rose so high that | went to the house and spent my time in writing letters to the
states.

Wednesday 6" June/55.
I am still hoeing. My corn is growing finely and bids fare to make a heavy crop. This
evening Bro. Silas came here from Maui, his health is good [page 200]

and so is all the elders on that Island. Bro. Hammond is in Lahaina and will return to this
place in a few days.

Thursday 7" June/55.
Bro. Silas and myself has tended fast today with the native brethren. We had a good
meeting and the brethren enjoyed the spirit of the Lord This evening we had a beautiful
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shower which causes every thing to rejoice. The drooping plants seem to revive & and all
nature has a beautiful aspect.

Friday 8" June/55.

This morning we sent the pioneers to the beach after some seed potatoes, a keg of
tallow, one old sough and nine pigs. | also sent seven dozen of roasting ears to Bro.
Hammond for sale in Lahaina

Saturday 9" June/55.
Remained at home all day, nothing of importance.

Sunday 10" June/55.

This morning Bro. Silas Smith and myself tended meeting at ten in the morning, the
congregation having assembled. Bro. Smith then preached on the gathering of the house
of Israel. The congregation gave the first rate attention. After he was through several of
them spoke and the spirit of the Lord was in our midst. [page 201]

In the afternoon one of the natives elders preached on the resurrection. Had a good
meeting.

Monday 11" June/55.
| have been engaged this day in making a door to my house. This has taken me nearly
all day. In the evening | thrashed off one flooring of wheat.

Tuesday 12" June/55.
| have still been engaged in making a stand and putting up some shelves. Bro. Silas has
assisted me today in doing off the house.

Wednesday 13" June/55.

This morning Bro. Hammond arrived from Lahaina. He was in the enjoyment of good
health he had raised two hundred dollars for the vessel and a prospect of raising more
soon. | am in hopes that will get the sails so that the schooner can start by the first of

July.

Thursday 14™ June/55.

This morning we cleaned off the old thrashing floor and lay down a flooring. This evening
we got seven horses and put them on the grain. Was not very dry and thrashed hard.
[page 202]

Friday 15™ June/55.

This morning Bro. Silas Smith and myself went out and cradled down nearly one acre of
oats. These are for horse feed. We intend to send them to Lahaina. If they sell well we
have plenty more on hand. This afternoon we finished thrashing off the flooring of wheat,
then cleaned it up. This evening there was four gentlemen came from Lahaina on a visit.
They were well pleased with the place. They came over prepared for a hunt in the
mountain after wild goats.

Lana‘i (1853-1864) — A History of the Mormon Mission at Palawai
Working Manuscript of the Lana‘i Culture & Heritage Center (November 2009)



Saturday 16" June/55.

This morning we hired horses for those gentlemen to go to the hunt. Then Bro.
Hammond, Silas and myself went to the mountain to see a piece of potatoes that we had
in the canyon. they looked like small potatoes . We then returned home at evening. The
strangers returned tired and hungry, having killed nothing. They soon retired to rest.

Sunday 17" June/55.

This morning we retired to church at ten o clock. Bro. Hammond spoke to the people,
there was a crowded house. After church | wrote one letter and wrote up my journal.
[page 203]

Monday 18" June/55.
This morning the mail left for Lahaina and our visitors also left. Bro. Hammond went to
the beach to see them off Bro. Silas and myself went to work thrashing out the wheat.

Tuesday 19" June/55.

This morning Bro. Hammond and Bro. Silas took the natives and went to thrashing, and |
went to cradling down a small piece of oats for horse feed. In the afternoon there was a
brisk wind from the northeast that made it difficult to cradle so | was obliged to let them till
tomorrow.

Wednesday 20" June/55.

This forenoon | finished cradling oats. Bro. Hammond and Smith are stacking wheat and
the natives are drawing and thrashing. In the afternoon | went and pitched sheaves for
Bro. Silas to stack.

Thursday 21%' June/55.
This morning Bro. Silas and myself stacked up some oats for horse feed.

Friday 22" June/55.

This morning Bro. Hammond started on a tour round Maui, and Bro. Silas and myself
stacked a stack of wheat. This has taken us nearly a day. At evening we finished
harvesting a few beans in the garden. [page 204]

Saturday 23" June/55.

This morning Bro. S. and myself went to stacking wheat but the wind blew so hard that
we quit the job. In the afternoon Bro. Silas hung a door in the back room. So ended the
twenty third of June eighteen hundred 55.

Sunday 24" June/55.
| have tended meeting today. In this place the brethren feel well and the spirit of the Lord
prevails in our midst.

Monday 25" June/55.
This morning | again resumed the cradle as our oats were fit to harvest. | have cut down
one acre this forenoon. In the afternoon | went to cradling wheat. The wind was rather
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bad therefore | have done but little. This evening Bro. Silas S. Smith arrived here from
Hawaii. The brethren have all come down to Conference one month before the time.
They are nearly out of clothes and would be glad to go to work and get themselves some
clothes if they can find work.

Tuesday 26™ June/55.
This morning the two Bro. Smiths road out to see the valley. | took my cradle and cut
down one acre of wheat in the forenoon. In the afternoon Bro. Silas cradled. [page 205]

Wednesday 27" June/55.

This morning the two Bro. Smiths and myself went into the field to finish cradling the
wheat. The natives in our absence had been trying the cradle and broke one finger,
however we made it answer our purpose. Finished cradling or in other words our harvest
for this year. | returned to the house at half past nine and hung up the cradle perhaps for
the last time on the Sandwich Islands, for | expect to have my discharge from the mission
at Conference which comes off on the twenty fourth of July.

Thursday 28" June/55.
This morning Bro. Silas and myself finished stacking our wheat and oats for this year. In
the afternoon it was showery, we remained at the house.

Friday 29" June/55.

This morning we set the natives to thrashing out some wheat for Conference. The wheat
was so damp that we were obliged to quit the job for a while. In the afternoon Bro. Silas
S. and myself picked our seed corn and trussed it up for next year. Our corn is crop is
very good and sound. [page 206]

Saturday 30" June/55.

This day we have spent in preparing and fitting up for Conference. The boat arrived from
Maui loaded with goats for Conference. This evening Bro. Silas Smith and Silas S. Smith
made a grater and grated a fine pan full of Indian meal. And it came to pass that I,
Ephraim being born of Yankee parents, and somewhat learned in all the arts of that
people proceeded to make a cake which was choice above all other cakes that | had
ever seen, even in my own land, and thus ended the thirtieth day of June 1855.

Sunday 1°' July/55.
| have remained at home today and written a letter to president Lewis. Bro. Silas and
Silas S. tended the meeting.

Monday 2" July/55.
This morning we set the pioneers to fixing the wall around the pig pen in order to keep
them from making depredations on the corn field that is close by.

Tuesday 3" July/55.
Ditto.
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Wednesday 4" July/55.

| have been confined to my room today with the headache, occasioned by a severe cold
that | caught yesterday after getting sweaty and then setting down in the wind. The
pioneers have been to the mountain for timber to make a coffee house. [page 207]

Thursday 5™ July/55.
This morning the boat arrived from Lahaina, no letters. Bro. Hammond was in Kula we
expect him tomorrow or next day. No thing of importance today.

Friday 6™ July/55.
Today we gathered our seed corn and raised it up. The natives are engaged in sundries
same.

Saturday 7" July/55.

This morning my cold is quite bad. | have not much desire to stir around much. | have
kept my room nearly all the fore part of the day. Bro. Silas and Silas S. has finished
stacking wheat. This afternoon | felt a little better. | have spent the afternoon in writing.
Bro. Silas and Silas S took a walk down to the sea expecting to find the brethren there
but they had not arrived. They returned very much fatigued. Between sundown and dark
no news from Maui. The brethren will probably be over on Monday.

Sunday 8" July/55.

This morning the mail arrived from Maui. Before | was dressed | received a letter from
Bro. Hammond. All things were moving as usual on that Island. He thought he should be
over by the middle of the week, and the brethren from that Island with him. Some of the
elders have been obliged to go to work to get cloths to come to Conference. Tended
sacrament today. [page 208]

By P.P. Pratt.

Holy, happy, pure and free,

Blessed indeed and dear to me,

Are thy loved ones,

Deseret Friends | never shall forget,
While far off my pilgrim feet shall roam,
Where O where is holy ground,

Where O where does truth abound,
Where on Earth is freedom found,
Deseret beyond thy bounds,

Where off my pilgrim feet shall roam,

| sit found on yonder shore,

Midst the heaps of shining ore,

Know the sons of truth divine,

Worship not at mammon’s shrine,
While far off my pilgrim feet shall roam,
| sit found on yonder Isle,

Where eternal verdure smiles,

Midst the fields of ever green,

Where the beauteous sky serene,
While far off my pilgrim feet shall roam, [page 209]
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Shall | turn to Chinese coast,

Search the ancient Bermans host,
Indies shining Isles explore,

Search the Moselmans rockerds ore,
When far off my pilgrim feet shall roam,
Round the sphere to Europe turn,

Of the Christian fathers learn,

Range the realms of papers,

Searching still for Peters key,

Whilst far off my pilgrim feet shall roam,
Search the Earth explore the sea,

Who can solve the mystery,

While with keys of truth divine,

Bids the light in fullness shine,

While far off my pilgrim feet shall roam,
Vain they search through every realm,
Deseret is at the helm,

There the Kings majestic stands,
Holding keys for every land,

Where far off my pilgrim feet shall roam. [page 210]

Monday 9" July/55.

This morning | was very much afflicted with a headache and have kept my room nearly
all day. Bro. Silas has been to work on the road with all the pioneers down towards the
landing. This is a bad road and will require a great deal of work to make it passable for

wagons.

Tuesday 10" July/55.
Today there has been and election. The pioneers have all been to cast in there votes.
We have been around home today, nothing worthy of note.

Wednesday 11" July/55.

This morning Bro. Silas S. and myself took a walk down towards the sea in order to see
whether there had a boat landed, or know there was none. We returned by the way of the
lower farm. The crops are in want of rain and if there is not rain soon many of the vines
will die.

Thursday 22", July/55.

This morning Bro. Hammond arrived from Maui. He was well and found every thing on
Maui as well as could be expected. The brethren will be over this week. This evening
there was a vessel landed. Twenty pioneers from Hawaii, and several head of cattle.

Friday 13" July/55.

This morning Bro. Silas and Silas S. went to the sea to mend the boat. | went along and
had a fine bath in the sea. After traveling seven miles | found myself some what fatigued
and spent the rest of the day in writing my Journal. [page 211]
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Saturday 14" July/55.

Today we have finished harvesting one field of corn and got it in the crib. Our corn is
good and sound. | think it will turn forty or fifty bushels to the acre. This evening mister
Pease the surveyor called on us and stayed all night. He is surveying out the land on
which we live, or in other words are farming at the present time. This is what we have
wanted for some time, for the lines were not exactly plain in many places where we
wished to farm the most.

Sunday 15" June/55.
Tended meeting today. Bro. H. gave them a lecture on the principles of faith. They give
good attention. In the afternoon | remained at home.

Monday 16™ July/55.

This morning Mister Pease [Government Surveyor] wanted two natives to go with him to
carry the chain and survey out the farm on Palawai. The rest of the pioneers we set to
work to make a corral to herd our cattle. Bro. Silas S. Smith and myself went to thrashing
out wheat. The wind was so high that we were compelled to quit till it went down. This
evening Bro. Partridge and Cluff arrived from Kauai they came [page 212]

over from Lahaina in a whale boat. They had a rough time and were compelled to throw
some of their loading overboard to keep there boat from sinking. The brethren are well
and hearty. We expect the rest of the brethren along in a few days.

Tuesday 17" July/55.
We have spent this day in visiting with the new brethren. No news in particular.

Wednesday 18" July/55.

This morning we all went to work to get ready to receive the brethren. | went to grinding
flour in a hand mill. | have ground nearly two bushels. This evening there was nine of the
brethren came from Maui. Bro. Joseph Smith, Rogers & Thurston & all the brethren from
Hawaii, except Bro. King and West.

Thursday 19" July/55.

We have been engaged in various kinds of employments in the afternoon. Bro. King and
West arrived. There was thirty in all that crossed in one boat. No news from the states
this mail.

Friday 20™ July/55.

This day we have spent in visiting with the brethren. After super we all went to the
thrashing floor, and the brethren had quite a frolic in the straw. They nearly all had a
round or a fall this made me think of old times when [page 213]

| was a boy. They scuffled nearly two hours then came to the house and sung several
songs. Then had a hymn sung and prayers, then retired to rest.

Saturday 21°' July/55.
We all have been engaged in getting prepared ready to receive our brethren from Oahu.
They arrived about three o clock, all but Bro. Woodbury, and he got tired out on the way.
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Bro. Lewis, Caine, Johnson and Allred arrived about three o clock and reported Bro.
Woodbury tired out on the way. We sent a horse back and brought them up. The
brethren were well with the exception of sea sickness. The brethren, many of them
received letters from the Valley. The news is good at present and all things is going off
right in the valley of the saints.

Sunday 22th July/55.

This morning the brethren were making ready to go to the native Conference. Bro. Caine
said that he felt very much fatigued and did not wish to attend, and desired to take a walk
to the spring and get a fresh drink of water. | then volunteered to go with him as the
spring was some distance off and difficult to find. So Bro. Caine & Whitney and myself
took a walk to the spring nearly, one mile. Here we spent some time in talking [page 214]

over the various scenes that we had passed through since we left our homes in the
valleys of the saints. We then returned to the house just before meeting was out. We
then called a meeting after we had taken tea. The brethren nearly all spoke of the
goodness of God in preserving them & blessing them since they had arrived on these
lands. In short we had a glorious time and the spirit of the Lord was in our midst. Our
meeting lasted till a late hour after which we retired a rest.

Monday 23" July/55.

This morning Bro. Lewis called a council of all the old Elders in order to expedite the
business of the Conference on the morrow. We then went before the Lord according to
his holy order to implore his blessings to rest down upon us in all our councils on this
occasion. We then opened our council meeting by prayer by President Lewis. Then
made known his intentions to retire from the mission and prepare for home. He then
appointed his successor, Bro. Silas Smith. He said that he had made this a subject of
prayer and that was the manifestation of the spirit to him. Bro. Smith then chose his
councilors in case the Conference should see fit to make him their President. We then
appointed the Elders their fields of labor and closed after sitting in council all day. Prayer
by President Smith. [page 215]

Tuesday 24" July/55.

This morning we met in Conference in order to transact the business of the same. There
was present twenty-four Elders from the valley of the mountains, two that has been
baptized on these islands.

After closing up all the business of the Conference, till the present time, Bro. Lewis then
tendered his resignation which was excepted. Bro. Lewis, myself & Bro. Allred,
Hammond and Woodbury was then honorably discharged from the mission and at liberty
to return.

President Smith then took the chair. He then presented his councilors John T. Caine and
Silas S. Smith. Sustained unanimously. The Elders were then appointed their fields of
labor for a time to come.

Bro. Silas S. Smith President on Lanai;

Bro. John Caine on Oahu;

Bro. Joseph Smith to preside over Maui Con.;
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Bro. Spiers over Kauai;
and Bro. [Eli Ball] Molokai;

Bro. Henry Richards to Hawaii. This Island is divided into two Conferences. Bro. Henry to
preside over the Conference at Kona; and Bro. Partridge to preside over the Conference
at Hilo.

Bro. Snider was also tried by this Conference for getting drunk and going to a house of ll
favor, and the hand of fellowship withdrawn.

Bro. Joseph Peck was also guilty of the same act [page 216]

but had got his reprimand and left for the valley before the thing was done. Therefore we
took no action on his case only to write to the Presidency in Zion. Our Conference then
closed by singing and prayer by President Smith.

Wednesday 25" July/55.
Our Conference met agreeable to adjournment. Prayer by Bro. Silas S. Smith.

The business of the Conference was then made known and proceeded to business, the
propriety of securing the Land for four years, and also the price that we should have to
pay after the four years was expired was then talked of, and disposed of by leaving it in
the hands of the Presidency. They then appointed Bro. Hammond to go and see
Haalelea soon after the Conference was over.

We then voted that four native Elders be sent to Hawaii and two to Kauai.

Conference then adjourned for one hour. Met again in the afternoon agreeable to
adjournment. There was four native Elders called to get ready and go to the valley of the
mountains agreeable to Bro. Brigham’s request, namely Napela, Kaleohano, Kauwahi &
Keolanui.

Our Conference then adjourned till tomorrow at nine o clock. Prayer By Elder Woodbury.
[page 217]

Minutes of a General Conference of the Sandwich Island Mission of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Later Day Saints Held at the Gathering place, Island of Lanai, Commenced on
Tuesday, July the 24™ 1855. Conference convened at 9 am. President Philip B. Lewis
presiding. Present 18 Seventies. 6 Elders.

Conference called to order and opened by Singing the hymn on the 6 page. Praise ye the
Lord, & Prayers by President Lewis. Sang hymn on the 115 page. On the mountain tops
appearing.

Moved and Seconded that Elder John. T. Caine act as clerk of this Conference. Carried.

President Lewis made a few appropriate remarks. Moved and seconded. That we
Sustain the First Presidency and General authorities in the Land of Zion, together with all
the constituted authorities of the Church in all the world.

The President then called for the reports of the different Conferences. There was
reported in all nearly fore thousand Saints in good standing. Report by Elder J.T Caine
read and accepted. Adjourned for one hour, singing. [page 218]
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Dismissed by Elder Silas Smith. 2 P.M. opened by singing, prayer by Elder H.P.
Richards. Report of the operations at the gathering place on Lanai. Submitted by F.A.
Hammond and accepted.

Moved & Seconded that P.B. Lewis. E. Green. R.A. Allred. F.A. Hammond. J.S.
Woodbury and G. Linn, be now honorably released from this mission with liberty to return
home as soon as they can make the necessary arrangements.

Pres. Lewis then arose and in a few appropriate remarks, tendered his resignation as
President of this mission. Accepted. Pres. Lewis then nominated as his successor Elder
Silas Smith as the future President of this mission, carried unanimously.

President Smith then nominated Elder John T. Caine as his first, and Elder Silas S. Smith
as his second Councilor. Nominations unanimously sustained.

The Elders were then appointed to there respective fields of labors which are as follows.
Presidents of Conferences.

Lanai - S. S. Smith
Maui - Joseph Smith [page 219]

Hilo - H. P. Richards.
Kohala E. Partridge.
Oahu - J. T. Caine.
Kauai - Geo. Spiers
Molokai - Eli Ball

Adjourned until 9 o ‘clock tomorrow morning — Singing. Dismissed by F.A. Hammond.

Wed. 25the. 9 A.M. Conference opened by Singing prayer by Elder J. T. Caine, Singing.
Moved and seconded that Chas. S. Atkins be ordained an Elder and take a mission to
Hawaii to labor under the directions of the Pres. H. P. Richards. Moved and carried that
the business of securing the land for the gathering be left in the hands of the Presidency
carried unanimously. Moved that an English school be permanently established at this
place, and that Elder Ward E. Pack take charge of the same under the directions of the
Presidency. Moved and carried that the Presidency in Zion be requested to send more
help in this mission. [page 220]

Adjourned for one hour, singing and dismissed by Elder J. S. Woodbury, 2 P. M.

Singing, prayers by S.S. Smith. Moved and seconded. We receive the labors and
probate the course pursued by Elders P. B. Lewis, while President of this mission.

Also Elder. E. Green, R. A. Allred, F. A. Hammond and J. S. Woodbury and that they now
return home with our confidence and respect and with our prayers for their future welfare.

Conference was then addressed by Pres. Lewis; Elders Green, Allred, Woodbury and
Hammond.

Adjourned until tomorrow. Dismissed by Elder Pack.

This evening Bro. Lewis, Allred, Woodbury and myself started for the beach in order to
get and early start in the morning.

Lana‘i (1853-1864) — A History of the Mormon Mission at Palawai
Working Manuscript of the Lana‘i Culture & Heritage Center (November 2009)



Friday 27" July/55.
This morning | left this Island of Lanai in co. with Elders Lewis, Allred and Woodbury in a
whaleboat. Landed in Lahaina at ten in the morning where we remained all day.

Saturday 28" July/55.
No arrivals today, remained at home all day. [page 221]

Sunday 29" July/55.
Tended the native meeting in Lahaina today had good attendance. Elder Woodbury
preached.

Monday 30" July/55.
This morning there was a schooner arrived, bound to Honolulu. We went on board at six
o clock.

Tuesday 31°' July/55.
Landed in Honolulu about ten in the morning, found the brethren all well.

Wednesday 1°' Aug/55.
| have remained at home all day.

Thursday 2™ Aug/55.
This morning | hired out to work at Carpenter work in order to procure a fit out for the
valley, at two dollars and a half a day.

August 03, 1855
Friday 3™ August/55.
This morning | went to work to raise a house for one of the house of Commons.

Saturday 4" Aug/55.
Finished raising. We finished raising and put up scaffolds for shingling at four o clock. We
quit work and went to the shop and received our money.

Sunday 5" Aug/55.
This day we have fasted and prayed that we might obtain [page 222]
the spirit of the Lord in order to transact business held a meeting at five a clock. The

brethren all feel well.

Monday 6" Aug/55.
| am still at work in the shop with Bro. Burnham.
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Tuesday 7" August/55.

This morning we have been talking of returning to the Coast. Bro. Keller, Allred,
Woodbury and myself, we are all to work for good wages and | think we will go the next
chance for money is not very plush at present.

Wednesday 8" Aug/55.
This morning | felt so tired | was nearly sick. After | had got to work my soreness wore off.
The weather is very warm and uncomfortable.

Thursday 9" Aug/55.
This morning Bro. Burnham and myself went up into Nuuanu valley to raise a house
seventy feet long and sixteen wide.

Friday 10" Aug/55.
Ditto.

Saturday 11" Aug/55.
Finished raising the house. Quit at four and had a bath at Kings falls, and returned home.
[page 223]

Sunday 12th Aug/55.

This morning Bro. Allred and myself went and paid sister Burnham a visit, then

| returned and wrote up my Journal. | have not tended meeting today on the account of
having so much writing to do.

Monday 13" Aug/55.
This morning | went to work in Nuuanu Valley on a house that Bro. Burnham was building
in that place.

Tuesday 14™ Aug/55.
Ditto.

Wednesday 15" Aug/55.
The same.

Thursday 16" Aug/55.

| am still to work in order to procure means to return to the valley of the saints. My health
is not good and | think that | shall go the next vessel that goes, as Bro. Snider has agreed
to let me have the money to bare my expenses over the sea.

Friday 17" Aug/55.
There has no vessels arrived, though one is hourly expected. Still at work in the valley...
[page 224]
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John Stillman Woodbury Journal Excerpts:
Selection of Lana‘i as Gathering Place and Work at Palawai (1853-1857)
(http://www.lib.byu.edu/dlib/mmd/)

John Stillman Woodbury was appointed to the Hawai‘i Mission 1851, working primarily on Moloka'i
and O‘ahu, with periodic trips to other island locations. During his tenure in Hawai‘i, Woodbury also
visited and became involved in facets of the business on Lana'‘i. The excerpts below, offer us some
details—e.g., names of “Native Saints;” efforts to move natives to the Palawai gathering place;
accounts of the land agreement between Levi Ha‘alelea and the Mormon missionaries; and
difficulties encountered in the effort to support the mission on Lana‘i—which are not readily found in
other sources.

The narratives that follow below, were transcribed from the original handwritten journals, and they
have been edited to standardize spelling of both English and Hawaiian words.

We are deeply indebted to the Library Archives of Brigham Young University
for making the Woodbury journals available. These materials offer the people
of Lana‘i a rich glimpse into their history.

Volume 4. Land Committee Trip to Lanai and Designation of the Gathering Place:

Wailuku, Maui.

Monday. October 17, 1853 [page 20]

...Some more Brethren left for Lahaina (the land committee & others), they are going to
Lanai to look for a location, a gathering place for the Saints where we can have better
opportunity for improving them in habits of cleanliness, industry &c...

Wailuku, Maui.

Friday. April 7", 1854 [page 165]

Conference opened this morning... Some 22 branches were represented and near 1000
members in good standing.

In the afternoon we met again, opened by singing, prayers by myself. Ten elders were
called to go on Missions to other islands. Elders Kapono, Kaaiunahi, Nahakuelua,
Hoopiiaina, Kaelepulu, Pelelu were appointed to go to Hawaii. Kanahunahupu and Haole
to go to Lanai; and George Raymond & Kalawaia for Kauai...

Volume 5. Lanai Land Use Agreement with Levi Haalelea
and the Mormon Missionaries; Growth of Station on Lanai.

Honolulu.

Monday. July 24, 1854 [page 99]

...This evening Haalelea visited us and talked very favorably in regard to letting us have
his land [Palawai] on Lanai to establish a gathering place for the Saints. Said we could
use the land four years and make what we could off of it, and he would ask us no rents.
He appeared very friendly. Bro. Cannon conferred with him a good deal on Mormonism
and he said he believed it.
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Honolulu.

Tuesday. July 25, 1854 [page 104]

...Brother Hammond then made his report from the committee appointed to find a
location for the gathering of (page 105) the Saints, and he said the prospects were
favorable as Haalelea had offered his land on Lanai for 4 or 5 years, free from of charge,
and he, Bro. H. believed it a suitable place. The report of the committee was accepted,
and conference was adjourned until tomorrow morning, 9 72 a.m.

Wednesday. July 26™, 1854 [page 105]

Conference commenced and being opened by singing and prayer proceeded to act in
relation to Lanai as a place of gathering. And it was decided by a unanimous vote that
the experiment be made on Lanai, and that be the place of gathering; and that the
committee be honorably discharged from their labors, leaving the matter in the hands of
the presidency. Considerable talk was then had in relation to establishing the gathering
place, the mode of operation and the procuring of the land &c...

[page 106]

...We were then distributed to our fields of labor [page 107] and on motion..., ...Elder
Hammond was appointed to preside over the Maui conference, and Elder E. Green was
appointed to labor in that conference... [page 108] Bro. Green was then appointed to
take charge of the locating of the Saints on Lanai, in conjunction with Elder Hammond,
under the direction of the Presidency on the Islands. Bro. J. Van Houten offered as a free
donation for the benefit of the calling, some flour, chains, dray, canoe &c...

Kahana, Oahu

Friday. September 8", 1854 [page 173]

...Bro. Keanu came with a letter for me from Bro. Karren at Honolulu, having returned
from Lanai. They found an excellent prospect on Lanai. It far surpassed what they had
before anticipated. The native brethren who had already gathered there to commence
the Settlement with Bros Green & Hammond, were in the best of Spirits, & the blessing &
Spirit of the Lord was with them. They had also sent down here for me to collect men
from this Island & send to their assistance with provisions or wherewith to sustain
themselves, & with implements of husbandry for farming &c. Bro Karren also wrote a
letter had just arrived by mail from Pres. Young sanctioning & approving of our labors &
endeavors here for the building up of the kingdom of God & for the exalt- [page 174] ing
of this people or those of them who will listen to our words...

Honolulu, Oahu

Wednesday. September 13", 1854 [page 182]

...Yesterday | received a letter from Bro. Hammond requesting me to send ten men from
this Island to assist in commencing operations on Lanai with seeds, implements for
farming, and means to sustain themselves until they can raise something. The work on
that Island is prospering...

Waikahalulu, Honolulu

September 17", 1854 [184]

...called for three volunteers to go to Lanai. Three volunteers came forward, & the branch
voted to sustain them & also assist them with the necessary things to go with...
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[page 185]

[meeting reconvened] ...called for volunteers to go to Lanai, two more gave in their
names to go now. Bros. Kou, Kimo & Lililehua volunteered to go, but they could not well
be spared on account of the scarcity of help at present upon this island in taking care of
the branches &c., they are much needed. [page 186] Others expressed a desire to go as
soon as they can make arrangements to get away...

Honolulu.

September 19", 1854 [page 190]

...l wrote a letter for Bro. Hammond to send by Bro. Pupule who is going to Lanai. He
was one who was appointed on Sunday...

Puiwa, Nuuanu.

September 22", 1854 [page 192]

...Had an excellent time. Got 3 volunteers to go as pioneers to Lanai. All seemed to feel
well, the spirit of the Lord prevailed...

Volume 9. Purchase of a Schooner, Gathering on, and Reports from Lanai.

Honolulu, Oahu.

Tuesday. March 13", 1855 [page 5]

...It is decided to purchase a small schooner of some 18 tons for the benefit of the
gathering at Lanai... It is also thought best to send on all the men that are situated so the
can go as pioneers & assist at putting in crops this spring.

[page 6]

Also some can go now with their families if they wish so to do. The work is prospering at
Lanai & the crops there took well. The brethren who went from here as pioneers are
doing a good work & have been faithful & diligent...

Honolulu, Oahu.

Sunday. March 18", 1855 [page 12]

[at meeting] ... Bro. Kapahi & myself spoke to them on the subject of gathering to Lanai,
purchasing a vessel & assisting those who are returning home this season...

Bro. volunteered to go to Lanai. Bros. Hoonui, Kimo & Kapule are also going to fill
their appointment given at the November conference...

Kahaluu, Oahu.
Monday. March 19", 1855 [page 12]
... Bro. Kapule volunteered to go to Lanai...

Hakipuu, Oahu.

Wednesday. March 21%, 1855 [page 13]

...Bros. Kaaimanu, L.K. Kuiwa, Kumu & Opule also volunteered to go to Lanai as
pioneers...
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Honolulu, Oahu.

Saturday. April 7", 1855 [page 35]

...This evening Kaapuiki came to see me to learn when | was going to Lanai & when |
was going home. Said himself & wife [Kanamu] wished to accompany me to Lanai when |
went. | also had a talk with him on Mormonism. He believed the work & is a Mormon at
heart but dare not embrace it for fear of he will lose his popularity &c. He is a member of
the Calvinist Church & the captain of the King’s chosen men...

Honolulu, Oahu.

Sunday. April 8", 1855 [page 44]

Conference.

...Bros. Hakuole, Naukana, Kuaiwa, Opule, Kaaimanu, Haulaa & Kailaa were appointed
to go as pioneers to Lanai. Those that wished to take their families can do so. | then
made a few remarks on the subject of gathering, followed by Bro. Keeler, setting forth the
[page 45] object of the same & that God had appointed that a place of gathering for the
present for the saints here on these Islands, & that they will be blessed in gathering
there. That we want all the brethren who are in circumstances so they can to go there &
put in crops & those that wish, can take their families...

Volume 10. Gathering and Saints in Conference at Palawai, Lanai.

Palawai, Lanai.

Sunday, July 22", 1855 [page 77]

...Attended native meeting early this morning. The meeting house was well filled as many
had come over from Maui & Molokai to attend Conference. Bro. Allred spoke to them this
morning followed by myself. We enjoyed much of the Spirit & the same was manifest in
the countenances of all present. Also spoke on the gathering Saints we then repaired to
Bro. Hammonds & partook of the necessaries of life in the valley of Ephraim, [page 78] in
company with over 20 of my Brethren of the united fellow laborers in the Gospel of Christ.

We partook of the fruits of the land raised by the untiring exertions of those who have
been laboring here. We had green corn, potatoes, bread, &c &c. And felt to thank the
Lord for all his blessings on his people, who have come to this Island to serve him. At half
past 10 A.M. the people assembled & conference was opened. Some 300 were present
& their countenances were lit up with joy & the Spirit of the Lord. The Choir sung a hymn
& | was mouth in prayer. [page 79] Bro. R. A. Allred read another hymn. Bro. George
Raymond was then chosen assistant clerk for Kaleohano. Pres. Hammond then made a
few remarks, on the business before the conference today, & called for a representation
of Branches in this conference including the Islands of Maui, Molokai & Lanai which was
then given in by the Elders, representing as follows.

[Section of page left blank]

Eld. Hammond then made a few remarks relative to his labors &c. in this conference
during the last few months. Eld. Napela also made representation of the funds raised for
the vessel, Elders return &c. Meeting then adjourned until 2 o’clock p.m.

[page 80]
At intermission | had the privilege of shaking hands with many of the Saints, with whom |

formed acquaintances on Maui & Molokai & Oahu. & I truly felt well & to rejoice, & the
Spirit the Lord seems truly to rest down upon this land. While contemplating the situation
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of the work of the Lord among this people now in its infancy as it were, & the prospect
now before my heart truly flows with joy & gratitude & thanks giving to the giver of all
good for his blessings & mercies. That | have been called to come & participate with
others, of my brethren in laying a foundation for the restoration & salvation of a remnant
of this people. And | feel to rejoice that although in my weakness yet | have endeavored
to do the best | could [page 81] & what | have been told to do by my brethren who are
placed to counsel me.

| feel there are many good honest hearted among this people who are to be gathered,
and | never enjoyed myself better in my life than when teaching them in the things of the
Kingdom of God, & my heart is filled with love for them & a desire to do them good. And
may my father in Heaven enable one to continue faithful to the end that | may finally
attain to salvation & inherit eternal live in his Celestial Kingdom when my work is done in
this probation which may he grant for his son’s sake.

At 2 p.m. conference opened again by singing by Elder Allred. Prayer by Pres.
Hammond, singing. The Pres. then called on me to address the Saints. [page 82] | arose
with some diffidence & embarrassment before so many of my brethren but after calling
upon them for their united faith & prayers, for the aid of the Spirit of the Lord & his
blessing, my tongue was soon loosed & | spoke with freedom impressed upon the Saints
the necessity of their keeping in view the object of their starting in this work. Reward
which we have the promise of obtaining through obedience & faithfulness into the ends of
the race, also the necessities of their attending to the little every day duties. Do what the
Lord wants us to do today & then we will be prepared for greater things. Listen to the
voice of the Servants of God. | bore a faithful testimony to the work but could not fully
express my feelings in words, & my joy on this occasion, & my feelings towards my
Brethren, & also feeling that this is probably the last [page 83] time when we may all
meet again upon these lands, & perhaps this side the veil. But | felt to bless them & pray
that they may be preserved faithful, & that we may all have the happiness of meeting in
Heaven.

Bros Allred & Hammond then followed. Their remarks were excellent & appropriate, &
encouraging to the Saints of God. Bro. Allred spoke of the rest that remains for the
people of God. Bro. Hammond followed, also spoke on the necessity of the Saints
sustaining the Elders by their faith & prayers, & harkening to their counsel, & also to
provide for their daily wants. He had a great flow of the Spirit while speaking. Elder
Joseph Smith then spoke & was greatly blessed.

| was astonished at the fluency with which he spoke in the Native language. The Natives
say he will soon be as good as George Cannon in the language.

[page 84]

Eld. Napela also made a few remarks, & conference was adjourned until tomorrow
morning at 5 o’clock. This evening the foreign Elders all meet in a social prayer meeting.

Bros. Lewis, Hammond, Allred, Caine, Green, myself & others spoke, & we had a
excellent time, & much good instruction was given. All were edified & a perfect spirit of
oneness prevailed & all felt truly to rejoice. The Spirit of prophesy rested with those who
spoke concerning the place [Lanai], that it has been selected a gathering place for this
people until the way opens & it is the will of the Lord for them to gather up to Zion & that
the work as it were, was yet in its infancy upon these lands. Yet a foundation has been
laid for the raising up & salvation of [page 85] this people. | bore testimony to these
things, & also spoke my feelings, & that | had ever felt to rejoice while upon these lands
although my lot has been cast much of the time alone as it were among the natives, &

Lana‘i (1853-1864) — A History of the Mormon Mission at Palawai
Working Manuscript of the Lana‘i Culture & Heritage Center (November 2009)



sometimes things looked somewhat dreary. Yet | have endeavored to keep my eye on
the mark & | have felt to thank the Lord that | have been sent upon this mission & feel
that | have been greatly blessed all the day long, & have never felt until within a few
weeks that my time was drawing near to return home. | have ever felt & still do to be as
clay in the hands of the potter & do as | am told, & to go or stay as the Spirit may dictate
through his servants my brethren. | could not express my feelings in words, but | felt well
& so did all present this evening, & naught but a spirit of union prevailed

Palawai, Lanai

July 23, 1855

Monday, July 23", 1855 [page 86]

Conference convened again early this morning & was occupied in preaching by Eld.
Hammond, Allred, Kaleohano, Napela & myself on the principles which will raise this
people to an exaltation in the Kingdom of God. Teaching them in regard to the word of
wisdom & cleanliness, & obeying the laws pertaining to our bodies &c. We had an
excellent meeting & enjoyed much of the Spirit of the Lord. A native meeting was
appointed for the native saints today while the elders of the mission met in counsel, to
consult the business of the conference which is to commence on the morrow.

Today several of the Brethren met to hold a counsel meeting in order to arrange the
business for the conference [page 87] on the morrow. Present in the counsel, Pres. P.B.
Lewis, E. Green, F.A. Hammond, R.A. Allred, S. Smith, J.T. Caine, S.S. Smith & myself.

We met in order for prayers. & then opened counsel. The blessing & Spirit of the Lord
was present & all went off with a oneness of feeling during our meeting the native Saints
held a meeting & organized themselves into a conference appointing a new president in
which they ran themselves off the track & made a botch of their meeting & lost the Spirit
of the Lord. | mention this to shew how they are like children & if left to themselves will
soon run astray. But they need to be watched over like children & led along in the straight
& narrow way.

Lanai Valley of Ephraim

Tuesday, July 24", 1855 [page 88]

Native conference meeting this morning continued Pres. Hammond gave them some of
whipping for yesterday’s proceedings & all was made right.

Elders Conference.
At 9 o’clock conference opened according to previous appointment. Commenced by
singing a hymn on the 67 page, Praise ye the Lord &c.

Prayer by Pres. P.B. Lewis then sung the hymn on the 115 page. On the mountains top
appearing.

Present at this conference, 18 Seventies, 6 Elders.

On motion of Pres. Lewis, Elder J.T. Caine was chosen clerk of conference.

The presidency at home together with all the constituted authorities of the Church were
then sustained by a unanimous vote. A representation of all the conferences on these

islands was then called for & were given...

[page 91]
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...Conference then adjourned for one hour. At 2 P.M. convened again sung the hymn on
122 page "Sing to the great Jehovah’s praise.” Prayer by Eld. H.P. Richards.

(Affairs on the Island of Lanai)

Elder Hammond then represented the situation of the affairs on this Island [Lanai] which
has been appointed for the gathering place for this people. Some debts had been
incurred in getting materials seeds &c, for starting the work here, and some losses, &
disadvantages have been realized from want of experience but the prospect is better for
another year...

[page 94]
The Elders then received their appointments to their fields of labor viz. Eld. Silas Smith,
Lanai, a separate conference Smith to preside over the Lanai conference. Wm. King &

Ward E. Pack to labor under his direction. Joseph Smith to preside over the Maui
conference...

Palawai, Lanai

Wednesday, July 25, 1855 [page 95]

(Negotiations with Levi Haalelea, and Government Land Sought on Lanai)

9 o clock A.M. conference convened, opened by singing “Come Sound his praise
abroad.” Prayer by Elder J. T. Caine. Sung again. Joy to the world the Lord has come,”
&c.

[page 96]

Elder Hammond was then called on to make statement in relation to the arrangements
made with Haalelea in regard to the saints settling on his land of Palawai [Lanai].

Elder Lewis then made some remarks on this subject. Eld. Caine made a suggestion that
a committee be appointed to visit Haalelea & see what further arrangements could be
entered into to secure more permanently, his land here. | then suggested the propriety of
also petitioning for government land, all those of the Saints who are prepared to
purchase [page 97] in order to obtain what land is needed before it is bought up by our
enemies & that we be not all together dependant on Haalelea’s land.

Remarks by several of the Brethren. It was then motioned, seconded & carried
unanimously that the appointing of a committee to visit Haalelea be left to the presidency.

(Condition of the Brethren on Lanai — to Stay or Relocate)

Bros. Hammond & Caine were appointed a committee. The disposition of the pioneers
now upon this Island, until such times as will be proper for planting again, whether they
be sustained here, on the church provision, or whether they return to other Islands, or
some place where they can sustain themselves, until such times was then considered.

On motion it was seconded & carried unanimously that this matter be left in the hands of
the presidency. Eld. Lewis then made report of the agreement made in purchasing the
1/2 of the vessel of Charles Baumann.
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[page 98]

The proceedings of Pres. Lewis in purchasing the vessel were then approved by a
unanimous vote of this conference. Motioned seconded & carried that the vessel be now
left in the hands of the Presidency to make such further arrangements as they see
proper.

On motion of Eld. Hammond it was seconded & carried unanimously that an English
school be established, carried unanimously at this place, & a motion of E. Caine
seconded By J.S. Woodbury that Ward E. Pack be appointed to take charge of this
school under the direction of the presidency, carried unanimously...

[page 99]

It was then decided that this place still be called Palawai...

Palawai, Lanai.

Thursday July 26, 1855 [page 101]

At nine o’clock a.m. Elders conference convened again Elders Napela, Kaleohano, G.
Raymond, & Kailihune were called into the conference today... Eld. Caine then stated the
first business before the conference, which was the labors of the pioneers on this Island.
Eld. Lewis made a few remarks, followed by Eld. Green giving his views & also his
feelings & willingness to spend his all for the building up of the Kingdom of God.

[page 103]

Followed by Eld. Hammond. Motioned & seconded that they work two days in the week,
for the church.

Remarks by the Brethren. The motion before the house was then interpreted to the native
brethren. Kaleohano said that his feelings were one with ours in the matter. Remarks by
Eld. Napela. Eld. Green then made a statement of the quantity which has been planted &
the amount raised, also the amount destroyed. Eld. Hammond interpreted in Native.

Remarks by Eld. Kailihune approving of the doings of the counsel. Remarks by Napela. A
note was then taken on the motion pending & was carried unanimously, that the pioneers
give two days in the week, for the benefit of the church until such times as it may be
deemed proper to make different arrangements.

[page 104]
| made a few remarks in relation to purchasing government land in this valley & moved

that a motion to that effect be drawn up by J.H. Napela & signed by all the Native
Brethren who wish to buy lands here, & & sent to the Minister of Interior.

Seconded by J T. Caine & carried unanimously. Conference then adjourned for one
hour...

Honolulu, Oahu

Friday August 10", 1855 [page 144]

...] returned my horse to Kaapuiki or his wife (sister Kanamu). They having given me the
use of it for the last eight months They have been very kind to me which | shall not soon
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forget & may they be rewarded a hundred fold in this life & with Salvation in the Kingdom
of Heaven. Sister Kanamu was the first who came forward to embrace the gospel in the
city of Honolulu. She with the consent of her husband has assisted the church by
furnishing a house for a meeting house...

Elder Woodbury departed from Honolulu for Utah on September 13", 1855.
Volume 11. Reports From Lanai and Hawaii on Conditions of the Mission.

Writing on the trail from Utah to California

Sunday, June 14", 1857 [page 31]

...Bro. Rice late from the Sandwich Islands. Reports the work [page 32] dull at the
Islands when he left. That the failure of the vessel operations & the poor success on
Lanai have probably helped in a measure to weaken their faith & confidence...

Elder Woodbury was asked to return to the Sandwich Islands (Hawaiian Mission) to report on
conditions there, and facilitate a return of the remaining foreign elders to the mainland. On September
9" 1857, Woodbury set sail from San Francisco for Hawai'i, landing in Honolulu on September 24™.

Honolulu, Oahu

Thursday, October 1°', 1857 [page 141]

...This morning Elders Sextus, E. Johnson, Eli Bell & Joseph Smith arrived from Lanai &
Hawaii in good health and spirits. Report the Saints who remain on Lanai feeling well &
trying to do right. At the other Islands the work among the natives is at a low ebb. | fasted
until 3 o’clock p. m.

Honolulu, Oahu

Sunday, October 4", 1857 [page 143]

...Minutes of a general Conference of the Elders of the Sandwich Island Mission of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. Held at Honolulu Sandwich Islands October
4™ 1857. At 8 o’clock A. M. Conference convened...

[page 145]

The native conferences were next represented in the following order, Lanai Con.
represented by Elder W. E. Peck. 2 Seventies, 8 elders, 5 priests 4 deacons, since last
conference, 1 cut off. Total 139. The Saints in this conference are as usual alive to the
work. Meetings are held regularly 3 times on Sundays & 3 during the week. The Saints
generally feel well, food is plenty at present or at least there is sufficient to last till more
can be raised. The affairs in general are as flourishing as we have known them...

[page 152]

...The subject of the gathering was introduced & each one expressed himself upon the
subject, and all seemed to feel in consideration of the many failures at Lanai, that it would
be advisable to select one or more other places where the Saints may be gathered, with
less difficulty if possible. Moved & carried that a committee be appointed by the
Presidency of the Mission, to go & look at the different Islands & try & select a more
suitable place than Lanai has proved to be, for the temporary gathering of the native
Saints, & that said committee report progress at our next conference. It was resolved that
we endeavor to introduce the Spirit of the reformation among the native saints on these
Islands and rebaptize those who shall come forward, confessing their sins
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[page 153]
with a determination to live nearer as becometh Saints of God.

Moved & carried that we adjourn till candlelight. Singing. Dismissed by Elder Partridge...

Honolulu, Oahu

Friday, Oct. 16", 1857 [page 171]

We went this morning & saw Haalelea. He wished us success in establishing a press, but
had no house to let us have to put it in. | spent a part of the day going among the people
mostly Chinamen to get subscribers for English school. Some wish to come to school if
they can make it convenient to spare the time. They are all busy now in the shipping
season. Bros. J. A. West & Kailihune (native brother) arrived from Lahaina & Lanai on
their way to the valley as soon as they can raise the means...

Honolulu, Oahu

Monday Nov. 30", 1857 [page 212]

At 9 o’clock A.M. | went in company with Bros. Bigler, Molen & Bell and the three native
brethren with Kailihune, Makahaiwale & Kalili to see the Governor (Kekuanaoa). He
treated us well, said it was all right, the native Brethren could go to Utah asked them how
long they wished to be gone. They told him three years, he said he would make out this

paper
[page 213]

and one of them would call at 10 o’clock and get them. He seemed ignorant about the
locality of Utah or (Maunapohaku) as they call it in Native and asked some questions
about the chance for a passage back any time, whether vessels were running al the time
so there would be no difficulty about their returning when the time was up for them to
return home, & about the means to defray expenses, pay this passage &c. Bros. Bell &
Molen told him there would be no difficulty about that. That they would be as fathers to
them & see that they were provided for. He said it was all right.

We bid him good day & then | went in company with Bros. Bigler & Molen to see
Haalelea about the land the Church is occupying at Lanai. He told us not to trouble
ourselves about it until the five years were up or nearly so. & that when the five years that
he had agreed

[page 214]

to let us have the land free of rent were expired, then if we wished to ocupy it longer we
could come to an agreement with him about leasing or renting or buying. He told us he
would look at his papers & see how long before the five years would run out, & for me to
call Wednesday morning & he would let me know. | had quite a talk with a native lawyer
by the name of Kalama on the principles of Mormonism told him a little of my
experience...

[page 215]
...Haalelea when | was there told me he had been reading the book of which was

presented to him some time ago & could find no fault with it. That it perfectly agreed with
the old bible, &c....
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Honolulu, Oahu

Wednesday Dec. 2™, 1857 [page 215]

At 9 o’clock A.M. | went to see Haalelea he informed me the key was gone & they could
not get into the trunk where the writings were stating the commencement of the five years
the Church had occupied his land at Lanai. But he told me we need not trouble ourselves
about it for some time yet, that when the five years was up we could either rent the land
or give it up just as we felt to do, & it would be all right.

Thursday Dec. 3, 1857 [page 221]

The work here is at a very low ebb. The Saints of the gathering place on the Island of
Lanai, are among the best and the most ready to obey counsel and enjoy a more lively
and better Spirit than at every other branch on these Islands. They can probably ocupy
Haaleleas land for an other year yet without paying rent. We Saw Haalelea last Monday,
he told us we could have it free until the five years were up as he had first promised and
then we could make arrangements to rent it should we wish to ocupy it longer. We are
the only ones

[page 222]

of the Elders who left Salt Lake last Spring for these Islands who have as yet arrived...

Wednesday Dec. 9", 1857 [page 228]

At 12 o’clock we received a letter today from Elders Alma Smith at Palawai, Lanai, dated
Dec. 2.1857 asking counsel and making suggestions in regard to the disposal of five
work oxen and a cart, which the mission have had the entire control of since the
commencement of the Lanai settlement. They belong to native Brethren in Maui viz.
Bros. Napela, Kapono, and Kaleohano. Bro. Smith thought the owners would readily
donate them to the church and they would be disposed of to buy a boat (which is much
needed) to run between Lanai & Lahaina & for paying church debts &c.

Monday Dec 14™, 1857 [page 231]
By request of Pres. Bigler | wrote to Eld. A. L. Smith as follows.

Honolulu, Monday Dec. 14", 1857.
Dear Br. Smith Yours of the 2nd inst. came to hand on Wednesday
[page 231]

last, and as Pres. Bigler is busy at work for a Mr. Duncan, he has deputized me to
answer it. We were truly glad to learn of your safe arrival at Palawai_and of the good
Spirit manifest by the Saints there we are also rejoiced to learn that your arm is
improving. Hope it may continue to do so until it shall become strong as before it was
injured. Last Wednesday at 12 M. the remaining Elders who were released at our Oct.
conference sailed on board the Bark Yankee, all well. They paid $30 each for Steerage
passage. Eld. Wright arrived here from Kauai the day before they sailed. He is in good
health & has a prospect of getting employment in the printing office next week. Eld. F. W.
Young landed here last Saturday, 3 days too late to go with his brother, but will probably
go on the Tany Major which will be due here next week.
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You ask in regard to holding our conference at Lanai. Should most of the brethren be up
that way, we think that Palawai will be the best place to meet, if food can be obtained
there without putting the Saints to a pilikia (difficulty or straightened circumstances). You
can no doubt feel more free and enjoy ourselves better than at Honolulu nei (here) and it
will be handier if any of the Saints should wish to

[page 232]

come over from Maui. We would like much to meet with the Saints there should it be
convenient to do so. But should most of the Elders come down here in Search of work, it
will probably not be thought wisdom to Spend their means in paying passage to Lanai &
back again. So we hardly know what to say about it at present, but will endeavor to notify
you in due season, should it be thought best to hold conference at your place. We may
receive further instructions from home in course of a month or two. Your suggestions in
regard to the cattle & cart now at Palawai, Lanai are very good, and wish you would take
the thing in hand. And if those owners feel to donate them, you can go to work and see
what you can do in making sale of them to the best advantage. Perhaps they would sell
the highest as work oxen should you find persons wishing to buy.

Should Elder France not be busy at work he can perhaps assist you. We saw a man by
the name of Charley Lake who lives at Lahaina who said he would be at Lanai this week
and would look at the cattle...

Descriptions of Work on Lana‘i in Reports to Utah and in
Papers and Government Communications in the Hawaiian Islands

January 4, 1855

Sandwich Islands
(from Joseph, son of Hyrum Smith)
Lahaina, Maui, Oct. 20, 1854.

Elder George A. Smith.

With joy and gratitude | received you letter of August 21%, on the 19" inst. It made my
heart rejoice, for it was the first | had received from the valleys of the mountains. You
must excuse all the mistakes, as you well know | am a young and a new beginner. and
yet have time to learn...

We arrived at Honolulu on the 27" of September; stopped there about a week, and left
for Lahaina. On arriving here, news spread abroad that the nine Mormon missionaries
had come to the island, and had bought diseases with them; and everybody was warned
to keep their distance, for one person had catched the disease, and died the next
morning after we arrived. This person was a boy about nine or ten years of age, who had
been crippled and diseased from his birth. | was the only one of our company that was
unwell, and | have some way contrived to catch what is called the Lahaina fever the
afternoon before we arrived here.

This people are very kind and generous-hearted, and will do all they can to assist to learn
the language, and to make us comfortable; that is, those who are not opposed to the
work.
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| took a visit over to the island of Lanai with brothers Hammond and Karren. This is the
island chosen for gathering of native Saints. This island is very small, and has a fine little
valley in the centre, about twelve mile in circumference. The soil is rich, and has every
appearance of being fruitful, and appears capable of sustaining about a thousand people.
It is very thinly settled at present, but the inhabitants are increasing fast; about one
hundred Saints gathered there within the last three months. Brothers Ephraim Green and
Karren are the presiding elders; they commenced plowing last week, and are now putting
in their crops.

A great many of the elders, who have been here some time, are calculating to go home
as soon as they can raise means...

My prayer is that we may hold out faithful to the end, and eventually be crowned in the
Kingdom of God, with those that have gone before us...

Joseph Smith.

May 1855
(Lahaina Station Report)
Mormons

Report of Lahaina Station — May, 1855, D. Baldwin pp 6-7 (typed copy)

There is a Mormon priest at Lahaina who is a shoemaker by trade. When they
commenced operations there, some years since, quite a number of the lowest class of
the natives joined them—also three excommunicated persons of our chh. Those three
soon left them in disgust. By the census, Dec. 1853, they numbered 77. | do not think
they have half that number now. The priest does not practice according to his preaching;
for he preaches the duty of taking a multiplicity of wives, while he says he has taken but
one himself; for he says, his wife prefers, that he shd not marry another. He speaks of
polygamy as a Christian duty, but once acknowledged, that some good Christian wives of
the present generation found it a hard doctrine to submit to. A more perfect generation
may come when it will be very easy.

For many reasons, the Mormons can never make much advance, with their peculiar
system, unless they can form an independent community by themselves. Their customs
run counter to the laws of every Christian nation, &, therefore, in order to carry out their
principles, they must have a secluded or independent location, in whh they can manage
both chh & state. There is no doubt, that they have searched for such a place on these
islands. Whether they have pitched upon the spot | cannot say; but numbers of their
priests have been over to Lanai, & they have hired a land there, of one of the chiefs. A
few foreigners & perhaps natives have gone to live there; they have planted Irish
potatoes whh the peelua has eaten up. | know not, that they have built even a grass hut;
but they have begun to talk about the City of Joseph, in the valley of Ephraim...

Lana‘i (1853-1864) — A History of the Mormon Mission at Palawai
Working Manuscript of the Lana‘i Culture & Heritage Center (November 2009)



Deseret News
January 4, 1855

[Extracts of Letters to Elder George Q. Cannon.]
Honolulu, Oct. 15, 1854.

Dear Brother George — The blessing of prosperity seems to attend all the exertions that
are being made upon the Islands for the spread of truth, and the native Saints are fast
increasing in a spirit to obey counsel, and to assist in sustaining those missions that have
been adopted for their benefit. Soon after you left, brother Karren and myself were sent
to Lanai to select a place to commence operation, and to attend to any business that
might be deemed necessary relative to the preparing a place for gathering. We selected
a beautiful spot, an eminence just overlooking the valley of “Ephraim,” containing
perhaps some two hundred acres, as the site for a city which we called the city of
“Joseph.” This, in company with Elders Green and Hammond, we dedicated to the Lord,
for the benefit of the Hawaiian Saints; and we felt to prophecy that from that place
salvation shoul